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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by trader: on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, om personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tenier, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in per- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to tiine 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Deparinent. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1919, will be held 
in the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks, 


-—_-- 





which have again been placed at the disposal of the Board 
of Trade by the Port of London Authority. It will be 
open from 24th February to 7th March. The Oifice dealing 
or fat matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, Lendoz, 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrisn 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghali Street, 
Londen, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
appiication to the Compiroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basiug- 
hail Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department cf Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Inteliigenee), 73 
Pasinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 
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OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND 
COUNTRIES 


NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
ABROAD. 





Confidentia! Inrormation. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 

The Special Register affords early informaticn to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad beivre 
they be:s:ne public property. It is aiso a vebicle fer 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s ‘Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the [egister as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘Board of Trade Journal’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller General, Department of Gverseas Trade 
Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

ndon, E.C. 2. 





FORM KE. 


H.M. Consvlar Offcers have received instructions te 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information ——— all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can te 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their loca! asd 
Hurcpean references, goods particularly required, terns of 
trading and janguage in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on s prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages frem 
the “Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Gverseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 
I. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Iederation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘lorm K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to these 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
whe wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Fedoration of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, 8.W. 1), or through bodies 
afiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 
lfURTHER RELAXATIONS. 


We publish to-day a further list of relaxations in 
export and import prohibitions which are announced 
by the Board of Trade to take effect at once. Previous 
lists were published in the ** Journal ’’ of 14th, 21st 











and 28th November, and Sth, 12th, 19th and 26th 
December. 
LIGHTING, HEATING AND POWER 


ORDER. 


REVOKED AS FROM 23rd DECEMBER. 

The Board of Trade have made an Order revoking 
the Lighting, Heating and Power Order, 1918, as from 
the 23rd December. 

The effect of this is to remove the restrictions with 
regard to the hours within which hot meals may be 
cooked and served in hotels, restaurants, etc., and 
with regard to the use of lights for entertainments 
after 10.30 p.m., and for shop-window lighting. 

The public are reminded that the revocation of this 
Order does not entitle any consumer to exceed his 
ration of gas or electricity under the Household Fuel 
and Lighting Order, 1918, and that the use of outside 
lights except for shop-window lighting where there 
are no inside lights is still prohibited by the Advertise- 
ments Lights Orders, 








TIMBER PERMITS ABOLISHED. 


The Board of Trade announce that as from Ist 
January, 1919, no permits will be required for dealing 
in timber of any kind in the United Kingdom. As 
from the same date no permits will be required for 
buying, selling or negotiating for the transport of hard- 
wood timber, rattans or Malacca canes outside the 
United Kingdom for delivery to places abroad. 

The Export of Timber (Ireland) Order, 1917, and 
the Packing Case and Lapping Board Order, 1918, are 
also revoked. 


COTTON TRADE LEVIES. 
SYSTEM ABANDONED. 


In view of the fact that the Government have now 
assumed financial responsibility for the greater part 
of the out-of-work payments for the next thirteen 
weeks, it is unnecessary for the Cotton Control] Board 
to continue the system of levies any longer. The system 
of levies accordingly came to an end on Saturday, 21st 
December. 

As hitherto, however, no firm must run any machi- 
nery without a licence obtained from the Control 
Board, and the conditions as to the amount of ma- 
chinery for which a licence will be issued are for the 
time being unaltered. 














MOTOR SPIRIT AND GAS RESTRICTIONS. 
ORDERS REVOKED. 

The Board of Trade give notice that as from 10th 
January, 1919, the Motor Spirit (Consolidation) and 
Gas Restrictions Orders, 1918, will cease to have 
effect. 

Licences to obtain motor spirit are issued under the 
Finance Act, 1916, and the licence system must there- 
fore remain in force. As previously announced, how- 
ever, the Petrol Control Department is prepared to 
issue licences to new applicants and to increase the 
quantities allocated to existing licence holders, and 
will endeavour as far as possible to meet all reason- 
able requirements. 





POOL BOARD (PFTROLEUM SUPPLIES. 
The Board of Trade have made an arrangement 
with the Companies who are parties to the agreement 
for the formation of the Pool Board by which the Pool 
will be dissolved as from 31st Janpary, 1919. 
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This will not affect the powers of the Board of 
lrade to control prices of petroleum and petroleum 
products. | 





UNITED KINGDOM RAILWAY RETURNS. 

A summary of the returns of capital and revenue 
of railways in the United Kingdom tor the years 1915, 
1916 and 1917 is given under ** Commercial Returns ’ 
in this issue. The summary shows that, as compared 
with 1915, the increase of capital amounted to no 
more than £2,822,000. The greatest increase was 
between 1914 and 1915 (see p. 298 of the ‘‘ Journal ”’ 
of 7th March for the previous return), when the total 
capital rose from £1,341,222,000 to £1,347,312,000, or 
£6,090,000. The average rate of dividend or interest 
paid has steadily improved, although it is still below 
the 1913 average of 3°63 per cent. There were con- 
siderable increases in both receipts and expenditure, 
and the proportion of working expenditure to receipts 
rose from 63 per cent. in 1914 to 69 per cent. in 1917. 





MIS-DESCRIPTION OF ARTIFICIAL SILK GOODS. 

Cases have recently come to the notice of the Board 
of Trade in which stockings containing artificial silk, 
but no genuine silk, have been offered for sale and 
sold as ** silk.” 

The Board desire to warn all concerned that they 
are advised that such sale and offering for sale consti- 
tute offences against the Merchandise Marks Act, 
1887. 


THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY 
ACT, 1918, © 


TWENTY-FOURTH LIST OF LICENCES. 

We give below the twenty-fourth list of firms, ete., 
licensed under this Act. Previous lists appeared in 
our issues of 30th May, 138th and 30th June, 4th, 
llth, 18th and 25th July, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th 
August, 5th, 19th and 26th September, 3rd, 10th and 
17th October, and 7th, 14th, 2lst and 28th November. 
and 12th and 19th December. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, 
Sub-section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918, and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders 
No, 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act), 
that Licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry 
Act have been granted by the Board of Trade to the 
undermentioned companies, firms or individuals:— 








Associated Holders, Ltd., 4, London Wall Buildings, 
London, E.C. 2. 
Baerlein and Sons, 12, Blackfriars Street, Salford, 


Manchester. 

Barber, Alfred, 59, Mark Lane, E.C. 3. 

Barker and Co., E. J., 26, Woodstock Road, Moseley, 
Birmingham. 

Barnsley, J., Stanhope Road, Abbeydale Road, Sheffield. 

Bassous, A. D., 4, New London Street, E.C. 

Blachford and Sons, James, 90, Cannon Street, E.C. 

Borrow and Co., T. S., 19, Victoria Buildings, Stockton- 
on-Tees. 

Bowley, Malcolm, 21, Cullum Street, E.C. 3. 

Britannia Tube Co., Ltd., The, Glover Street, Birmingham. 

Brit*sh Metal Corporation, Ltd., The, 34, Bishopsgate, E.C. 

Brown, G. H., trading as G. H. Brown and Co., 17, Philpot 
Lane, E.C. 3. 

Brunner, Mond and Co., Ltd., Winnington, Northwich, 
Cheshire. 

Burma Mines, Ltd., 1, London Wall Buildings, E.C. 2. 

Burnley, Wm. P., trading as Wm. P. Burnley and Co., 
Hopefield, Silk Street, Salford, Manchester. 

Butters and Co., Ltd., Charles, Capel House, 54, New Broad 
Street, E.C. 2. 

Camphell, Macmaster and Co., Suffolk House, Laurence 
Pountney Hill, B.C. 4. 

Candeville, J. E., 194, Boulevard Malesherbes, Paris: and 
Netter, W., 19, Cité d’' Antin, Paris. 

Castle, P. G., 29, Middleton Hall Road, King’s Norton, 


Birmingham. 


Chappell. Sons and Co., G. H., Midland Iron Wharves, Lea 


Bridge Road, Leyton. 
Concordia Electric Wire Co., Ltd., The, Trent Mills, New 
Sawley, Derbyshire. 
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( onsolidated Lead and Zinc Mines, Ltd., The, 119, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 1. 

Consorzio Approvvigionamenti fra Metallurgicie Meccanici, 
26, Portugal Street, Kingsway, W.C. 2. 

Cornes and Co., 8, Great Winchester Street, E.C. 2. 

Crumlin Valley Collieries, Ltd., nr. Pontypocl, Mon. 

Dudgeon, Ltd., I. 8., 830, Great Saint Helen’s, E.C. 

Evans, John Henry, trading as J. H. Evans and Co., 
Billiter Street, 1.C. 3. 

George, D., trading as David George and Co., 50-51, 
Exc hange Buildings, Swansea. 

Grice, Grice and Son, Ltd., Nile Street, Birmingham. 

Grove Metal Refining Works, The, 38, Rabone Lane, 
Smethwick. 

Guthrie and Co., Thomas F., 196, Bishopsgate, E.C. 

Henrick, Michael, trading as J. Wright and Co., Reliance 
Metal Works, Liverpool Street, Birmingham. 

Hopwood and Sons, George, Harrytown Metal Works, 
Romiley, nr. Stockport. 

Hunton and Sons, C. A., Gloucester House, 110, Bishopsgate, 
E.C. 2 


E.C. 3. 
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Huttenbach and Co., 4, Fenchurch Avenue, 
John, Arthur $S., 1, Vaughan Street, Llanelly. 
Jones (Chelsea), Ltd., John, Carlyle Works, Church Street, 

Chelsea, S.W. 

Jones, T. P., trading as T. P. 

Crescent, Southampton. 
Josaphat, A., 276, Bishopsgate, E.C.2. 

Kannreuther and Co., Ltd., 66, Parade, Birmingham. 
Koop, M. A., trading as Ernest (. Koop, Spencer House, 

South Piace, E.C. 2. 

Krieger, May Constance, trading as Kenneth Page and Co., 

42, Billiter Buildings, Billiter Street, E.C. 3 
Lawson, G., 23, Leadenhall Street, E.C. 3. 

Lee, A., 6, King’s Road, Hay Mills, Birmingham. 
McCrae, W. E., trading as Alexander McCrae, 73, Robertson 

Street, Glasgow. 
Poderosa Mining Co., 

Broad Street, E.C. 2. 
Prentice, G. C., trading as George Prentice and Co., 35, 

Robertson Street, Glasgow. 

Railton, W. J., 206, Mansion House Chambers, E.C. 

Raine Bros., 39, Call Lane, Leeds. 

Roberts, C. D., trading as David Roberts and Son, 854, High 
toad, Tottenham. 

Scott and Co. (Liverpool), Ltd., Thomas, 

Street, Liverpool. 

5. G. Minerals Sy a. Ltd., 

High Holborn, W.C. 

Sociéte Anonyme “ Le Nickel, ? 26, Rue Laffitte, Paris. 
Siren, Ltd., M. Sinclair, 119, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 
Suren, E., Billiter Square Buildings, Billiter Square, E.C. 3. 
Switch Manufacturing Co., 16, Theodore St., Birmingham. 
Tehidy Mill Tin Stream Co., South Terrace, Camborne, 

Cornwall. 
Thackwray, 


Jones and Co., Westbourne 


Ltd., 145, Dashwood House, New 


1-5, Cornwallis 


20, Southampton Street, 


Robert, 42, Meadow Lane, Leeds. 

Twigg and Beeson, 6-7, Ludgate Hill, Birmingham. 

Walsh and Co. (Birmingham), Ltd., John, Winchester 
House, Victoria Square, Birmingham. 

Weis and Co., T.td., Charles, 22, St. Mary Axe, E.C. 3. 

Westinghouse Brake Co., Ltd., The, 82, York Road, King’s 


Cross, N. 1. 
Wilkes, A. H., MHarpsford, Blossomfield, Solihull, 
Birmingham. 
Wilkinson, William, 151, Adderley Road,  Saltley, 
Birmingham. 


Williams, Foster and Co., and waneee, Grenfell and Sons, 
Ltd., Leadenhall Buildings, E.C. 2 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


INVESTIGATION OF THE BRAZILIAN 
MACHINERY MARKET, 

The Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) and the British Engineers’ Associa- 
tion will shortly despatch to Brazil a joint investi- 
gator to ascertain the conditions and prospects for 
the sale of British Engineering products in that market. 
The cost of the investigation is being defrayed in equal 
shares by the Association and His Majesty’ s Govern- 
ment. The subjects to be covered by the investigator 








include: Importers, Shipping Methods, Brazilian Law, 
Statistics and our Chief Competitors. 

The investigation will also include the following 
Industries, so far as they are likely to provide openings 
_ for engineering plant and machinery: Shipping and 
shipbuilding : 
electrical 


harbour and dock development; hydro- 


possibilities; public utility developments ; 
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cottee, cocoa, cotton, wool, herva matte, carnauba 
wax, whale oil, coconut oil; mineral industries (in- 


cluding coal mining, diamonds, iron ore, manganese 
ore, china clay, zircon, monazite sand, coal, salt, etc.) ; 
industrial dev elopmente (including cotton milling, flour 
milling, sugar milling, rice milling, jute milling, saw 
milling, candle and soap making, brass and cast-iron 
founding) ; openings for constructional steel and iron 
work and building materials; railway and light rail- 
way extensions, plant, rolling stock and equipment; 
agricultural machinery and implements ; cranes and 
elevators ; machine tools; pumps and pumping ma- 
chinery ; ‘rok boring and drilling; automobiles and 
motor “lorries s; cold storage, refrigeration and abattoir 
plant; steam, gas and oil engines and boiler plant, 
Diesel engines, ete. 
ProrposaL TO MERCHANT ASSOCIATIONS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) is prepared to receive and consider 
proposals from any representative Association of British 
Merchants in the trades covered by this investigation 
for the despatch of a separate investigation on similar 
lines. Communications should be addressed to the 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
ee and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

C 





PROSPECTS OF TRADE IN UNITED KINGDOM 
GOODS IN LUGANO. 

H.M. Commercial Commissioner at Berne has dis- 
cussed with the President of the Swiss Chamber of 
Commerce at Lugano the prospects of British Trade 
in that district. Lugano was, before the war, the 
stronghold of German trade in Switzerland. 

The articles most in demand are cotton, woollen 
and linen tissues of every description, but almost every 
kind of goods would be eagerly snapped up by the 
Lugano retail shops if commercial relations with British 
firms could be established. The only exception to this 
is ironmongery, which will almost certainly continue 
to come from Germany owing to the much greater 
cheapness of the goods sold by that country. Even 
during the war it has alw ays been possible for retailers 
in Lugano to obtain ironware from Germany in an 
incredibly short time. 

The President drew attention to the usual defects 
in British trade organisation, namely, the refusal of 
United Kingdom business men to write in the languages 
of the cuuntry in which they wish to sell their goods, 
to quote prices in local currency, and weights. and 
measures in the metric system. As a practical trades- 
man, he considered that these little differences between 
British and German methods were more important 
than business men in England usually believed. Fail- 
ing Italian, which is, of course, spoken throughout the 
Tessin district, he suggested that British firms should 
write in French. 

A close study of the Swiss tariff by British exporters 
would facilitate transit very much, since articles would 
be grouped and packed according to the relevant tariff 
numbers, and the Customs formalities would conse- 
quently be more easily and more expeditiously fulfilled. 

The President further expressed the hope that it 
would be possible to re-establish at an early date the 
system of transit from Liverpool via Antwerp and Bale 
to Switzerland, which had worked most successfully 
in pre-war days. Under this arrangement all British 
goods were grouped at Antwerp by the forwarding 
nono and it was possible to be sure of getting goods 
from England within a fortnight. This compared 
favourably, in so far as Lugano was concerned, with 
the time for transit from Germany. In respect of 
transit facilities, therefore, he did not think that the 
United Kingdom need fear German competition. 

In conclusion, the President expressed the intention 
of the Chamber to conduct an energetic campaign 
against bogus “‘ finishing houses ’’ which were being 
established by Germans for the purpose of passing off 
as Swiss what were really German goods. 








_——— 
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WOOL SUPPLIES. 
THE WOOL COUNCIL: SECOND MEETING. 


The second meeting of the Wool Council was held 
in the Central Hall, Westminster, on 19th December, 
under the Chairmanship of Sir Arthur Goldfinch, with 
a full attendance of Trade and Official Members. A 
report of the first meeting was published in our issue 
of 28th November. The following subjects, amongst 
others, were dealt with:— 

BRITISH WOOL. 

The Chairman explained that representatives were present 
of the Advisory Committees of the War Office on British 
Wool and of the Central Agricultural Advisory Council, who 
iad been considering the question of the purchase of the 
British Wool Clip of 1919 from the point of view of the 
British sheep grower, and to some extent also of the 
country wool merchant. The necessity for the purchase of 
Wool for military and other Government purposes would 
have almost passed away before the next British Clip com- 
menced to be gathered, and it would be impossible for the 
Government to purchase the next British Clip except at the 
request of the great bulk of British sheep farmers and at a 
orice which they considered acceptable. 
lecessary even in that case to obtain special compultsory 
powers for the acquisition of the Clip as it was to be expected 
that the greater part of the D.O.R.A. Regulations would 
lapse within the next few months. It was a matter of 
extreme difficulty to fix a price which would at the same time 
be attractive to the farmers and fair to the national 
interests. The British Wool Federation and other competent 
authorities had declared that a purchase even at UO per cent. 
would be bad business for the State, while the British 
farmers in the face of a falling wool market desired to 
obtain an increased price, namely, at least 80 per cent. over 
the 1914 basis. 

Mr. Colin Campbell and Mr. G. G. Rea stated the case for 
the British farmers, and urged that a purchase at 80 per 
cent. would be reasonable and proper having regard to the 
increased cost of production and to the fact that during the 
time of national need the previous Clips had been acquired 
unduly cheaply. 

Mr. Prentis, on behalf of the country wool merchants, said 
they would be placed in an unfair position if they were 
forced in May or June to buy the bulk of the Clip at scarcity 
prices, with the probability that the weight of arrivals from 
Australia in July and August would bring the market down 
with a run. 

Mr. Norman Rae and others argued strongly that it was 
no longer necessary, and therefore it would not be justifiable 
to buy the British Clip for Government account. Whatever 
the fair competitive price under the circumstances of the 
May-September season happened to be would be the fair 
price, which the sellers ought to accept and the buyers ought 
to pay, and it ought to be left to the course of the open 
market to fix what those prices should be. This course was 
thought to be the best in the national interests, and the 
Council ought not to consider the sectional interests either 
of manufacturers or wool growers or country merchants. 

Mr. Ben Turner, Mr. Mackinder, Mr. Shaw, and other 
members of the Labour Section argued that a stable price 
and a fair price ought to be maintained, and it was not 
desirable either that the merchants should get the better 
cf the sheep farmer, or the sheep farmer of the merchants, 
and in their opinion the Government ought to buy the 
British Wool Clip of 1919, and perhaps that of 1920 also. 
However, so far as their knowledge went, the suggested 
basis of 80 per cent. was much too high and ought to be 
revised. 

On a division 14 members voted in favour of the purchase 
of the British Wool Clip for 1919, and 17 members voted 
against. 

The Chairman said that in this and in all similar cases 
when the Council was divided into more or less equal sections 
he would request the majority and minority respectively 
to prepare a report stating the fuil reasons for the opinicn 
they maintained. These reports would be laid before the 
competent authorities together, and equal weight would be 
given to both. 
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East Inp1a Woot. 

Mr. Whitworth, Chairman of the East Indian Wool Trade 
Committee, attended to explain the position in which the 
East Indian wool trade was placed. All the East Indian wool 
imported during the last few years had been distributed to 
manufacturers at fixed prices on an unchanged schedule of 
valuations. The East Indian producers were not content 
that this system should continue after the military needs 
had ceased, because they were of opinion that the result had 
been to keep East Indian wool at an unnaturally low price. 

The Chairman stated that the India Office and the Indian 
Government would no doubt expect to have the last word in 
this matter, and would need to he satisfied that the 
interests of Indian producers of wool were receiving fair 
play. 

After considerable discussion it was moved by Mr. Rae 
and seconded by Mr. A. J. Hill that the Government be 
recommended to return to the system of selling East Indian 
wool by auction (free as to price, but limited as to the 
quantity individual purchasers are to be permitted to buy) 
at the earliest possible moment. 

It was moved by Mr. Mackinder and seconded by Mr. Rush- 
werth that negotiations should be entered into for con- 
tinuing the system of issuing at fixed prices, but that those 
prices should be revised so as to give a better return to the 
Indian producer. 

Mr. Rae’s motion was passed, and Mr. Mackinder’s motion 
was rejected, by 19 votes to 14 votes. 


SOUTH AMERICAN WOOL. 


The Chairman stated that at the meeting of the General 
Purposes Committee on the 16th inst. he had proposed that 
the existing Army Council Orders should be modified so as 
to encourage free importation of South American wool, 
cancelling the regulations as to requisition and restriction 
on sale and consumption. In his view it was eminently 
desirable that a reasonable quantity of South American wool 
should be imported during the next few months, provided 
it could be done at a reasonable price, and the Buenos Aires 
market was at present quite favourable. 1t might make all 
the difference trom the employment point of view to have 
an extra supply of 5,000 tons per month between January 
and April, and he hoped the Council would unanimously 
agree to give facilities to private importers to obtain 
supplies of South American wool. 

This view received strong support from Mr. Norman Rae, 
Sir William Raynor, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Whitehead, Mr. 
Kemp, and other speakers, but was strongly opposed by Mr. 
Ben Turner, Mr. Mackinder, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Rushworth, 
and Mr. Titterington. 

Sir William Raynor moved, and Mr. Dawson supported a 
resolution that the unrestricted importation of South 
American wool on private account should be encouraged. 

Mr. Shaw proposed, and Mr. Mackinder seconded, that 
the Government should make the necessary purchase of South 
American wools and distribute them by the usual methods 
of rationing and costing. 

The Chairman pointed out that it might be very difficult 
indeed to obtain the assent of the Treasury to further 
Government purchase of wool, in addition to the existing 
very heavy commitments, and any dclay in action might 
result in defeating the object in view. Only very moderate 
quantities of South American wool would be required, per- 
haps not more than 20,000 tons in all, but it was extremely 
desirable that they should be obtained quickly. 

The Labour Delegates retired with a view to considering 
the Chairman’s remarks, and also Colonel Willey’s detailed 
explanation of the necessity of re-assorting stocks to avoid 
industrial disorganisation. On their return they insisted on 
putting their motion to a division, with the result that the 
motion was carried by 19 votes to 14 votes, and Mr. Shaw’s 
motion was rejected by the same vote. 

Mr. Shaw desired it to be understood that the Labour 
Delegates would not accept any responsibility for the un- 
employment that might result in case no South American 
wool was imported. The responsibility for that must he 
upon the shoulders of the Government, 

The Chairman said that in his position as Director of Raw 
Materials he felt that the responsibility lay upon his Depart- 
ment of opening the way for the necessary importation of 
South American wool at the earliest possible date, and if 
Government consent could not promptly be obtained to the 
proposed purchase on national account, he would feel it his 
duty to recommend that free imports by private traders 


should immediately be permitted. . 
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THE ADVISORY COMMITTEES. 

A joint meeting of the Central Advisory Committee on 
Wool Purchase for England and Wales, and the Advisory 
Commitee for Scotland, was held in the Committee Room at 
16, Queen Anne’s Gate, on Wednesday, 18th December. Sir 
Arthur Goldfinch, K.B.E., Director of Raw Materials at the 
War Ofhce, was in the chair. 

Lieut.-Col. F. V. Willey, Controller of Wool Supplies, in 
explaining the progress of the collection of the clip to 
mombers, said that they would be pleased to hear that the 
percentage of complaints was exceedingly small, as from 
the 137,136 farmers holding wool in England, Wales, and 
Scotland, there had been only 576 complaints. Of these, 327 
were trivial, usually due to misunderstandings which only 
required an explanation. Of the remainder, 213 had been 
settled by the District Executive Officers, 19 by the Local 
Advisory Committees, 7 by the Central Appeals Committee, 
London, and only 10 still awaited decision. Members would 
also be interested to know that of the 239 cases that had 
been settled, 64 were decided in favour of the farmer, and 
175 of the Department, showing the impartiality of the 
decisions given. With regard to the figures of production of 
wool, in 1918 the number of farmers holding wool in England, 
Scotland and Wales was 137,136, as against 140.319 last 
season, While the number of sheep and lambs shorn had 
decreased from 16,179,280 in 1917, to 15,860,369 this year. 
There had thus been a decrease of 3,183 clips and of 318,912 
fleeces and lambs shorn. On the other hand, owing to good 
growth and weather conditions, the shortage in weight was 
not so noticeable. In 1918 the clip in England, Scotland 
and Wales amounted to 76,827,000 lb. raw, allowing an 
estimate of 783,000 Ib. for the 329,600 fleeces still to be 
collected. In 1917 the total weight of the clip was 77,240,000 
lb. raw. Thus, although there was a shortage of 318,912 
fleeces and lambs shorn, the shortage in raw weight amounted 
to only 413,000 lb. This season the average weight per fleece 
and lamb was 4°85 lb., as compared with 4-77 lb. last season. 
This estimate included washed and unwashed wool together. 

Col. Willey, continuing, stated that the total raw weight 
of tleece wool purchased by the Department in England, 
Scotland, Ireland and Wales from the commencement of the 
scheme until 8th December, 1918, was 278,433,000 lb. The 
allotments up to 8th December, 1917, were 149,700,000 lb., 
and from 9th December, 1917, to 8th December, 1918, 
104,976,000 lb., making a total of 254,676,000 lb. The present 
stocks of wool unallotted were 23,757,000 lb., and to these 
must be added 783,000 lb. estimated still to be taken up in 
England, Scotland and Wales, and also a further quantity to 
be purchased in Ireland. Out of the total quantity allotted, 
239,867,000 Ib. (or 94-per cent.) had actually been invoiced 
and delivered. Of the total allotments, 82 per cent. had 
been for topmaking, direct Government contracts, controlled 
standard civilian goods, and essential machinery cloths. The 
remaining 18 per cent. included’a proportion of inferior 
wools not suitable for essential requirements, this small 
portion having been issued for civilian consumption without 
price restrictions. He was of the opinion that these figures 
bore witness to the excellent manner in which authorised 
merchants had carried out their work with regard to both 
rapidity of collection and accuracy of valuation ; and further, 
such results could not have been obtained without the loyal 
co-operation of the farmers of Great Britain and Treland. 

The question of the purchase of the 1919 British Clip was 
raised. The Chairman pointed out the quantity of wool 
required for military purposes in future would be com- 
paratively small. The circumstances of to-day were therefore 
very different from those that had existed in previous years. 
If the Department purchased the 1919 clip it would be for 
resale, not for their own use. The only possible justification 
for the purchase by the Department would be, if it was 
clear that it was in the national interest, and was practically 
the unanimous recommendation of the agricultural and other 
interests concerned. 

A long discussion ensued, in which the representatives of 
the English, Scotch and Welsh agricultural interests of the 
English and Welsh manufacturers, and of the country wool 
merchants took part. The Committee eventually decided to 
appoint a deputation to attend the meeting of the Wool 
Council to be held on the 19th instant for a further discussion 
of the question. A report of the Wool Council meeting is 
given above. ' 
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TRADE AND FINANCE. 
THE COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


{n our last issue we were not able to make more than a 
brief reference to the report of the Committee on the pro- 
vision of Financial Facilities for Trade after the War, which 
was appointed jointly by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and the Minister of Reconstruction in November, 1917, 
under the Chairmanship of Sir Richard B. Vassar-Smith, of 
Licyds Bank. The Committee introduce their report by 
expressing the emphatic opinion that the primary factor in 
repairing the wastage of capital caused by the war lies mainly 
in increased production and actual saving. 

Tue Demanp FoR CAPITAL AND CREDIT. 

Discussing the financial requirements of industry after the 
war, the Committee foresee : — 

(a) A considerably more than normal demand for work- 
ing capital owing to the higher cost of labour and 
materials, the necessity for giving longer credit, 
and the anticipated expansion in the volume ot 
trade due to the fact that the basis for potential 
commercial output, as compared with pre-war out- 
put, has been very greatly enlarged during the 
war by the extension of existing works and the 
building of a very large number of absolutely new 
ones. 

(b) a greater than normal demand for extended credits 
for the purpose of replacing at higher cost 
machinery and plant which has fallen into 
disrepair. 

(c) Demands in connection with the reconversion of 
plant and works. These in many cases may be on 
the border line between working credit facilities 
and new capital requirements. 

(d) New fixed capital requirements for extensions or 
new works. 

The Committee point out that the ability of industry to 
cope with these unusual financial problems during the re- 
construction period will be most limited in the case of 
entirely new firms which have come into existence owing to 
the demand for war material. They have been urged 
strongly that it was not in the national interest to allow 
these firms to peter out, and that every inducement should 
be given them to continue in business even to the extent, if 
necessary, of granting State financial assistance. The 
Committee express the opinion that it might be regarded as 
unjust to enable such firms by means of State aid to compete 
with old-established firms in the same industries, and also 
that it would be very difficult, if not impossible, to guard 
against wastefulness and inefficient management. The solu- 
tion in these cases appears to them to lie in the establish- 
ment of new industries, the capital for which should be 
furnished by the investor or by the individual partners in 
the business. The ability to attract the necessary capital 
will depend upon the inherent soundness of the proposition 
in each case. 

The Committee further point out thai it would be of great 
assistance to manufacturers in making plans for the future, 
if the future policy of the Government were made known as 
early as possible in regard to: (a) Fiscal policy; (b) 
rationing of war materials ; (c) the break clause in connection 
with the termination of Munition Contracts ; (d) the disposal 
of National Factories and surplus stores. 


Our Pre-War CREDIT SYSTEM. 

Before discussing means of providing credit facilities after 
the war, the Committee give a short explanation of our 
Credit System as existing before the war. In normal times 
the amount of credit varies with the amount of gold, the 
necessity for®keeping the gold standard effective acting as 
an automatic check upon the expansion of credit. As the 
balance of indebtedness of this country with foreign countries 
became unfavourable, and the exchanges in consequence 
moved against us, it became profitable to export gold to 
pay debts abroad. The consequent shrinkage in the amount 
of gold in the country, and the reduction in the Bank of 
England ratio of reserve to liabilities, necessitated a rise in 
the Bank rate, which in its turn brought about a general rise 
in rates of interest. This rise in interest rates had a two- 
fold effect. It attracted gold to this country and induced 
gold, which would otherwise have been exported, to remain ; 
secondly, it induced people to pay off loans and discouraged 
the raising of new ones. If the drain of gold was severe 
enough to make money ‘“‘tight,’’ it became difficult to renew 
existing loans, and this caused the sale of goods and produce 
upon which the loans were secured, so bringing about a fall 
in prices, which encouraged exports and discouraged imports, 
so that the situation was gradually adjusted. Further, from 
the points of view of purely internal trade, the fact that 
gold was the only legal tender was equally effective in pre- 
venting an undue expansion in credit. Banks being obliged 
to maintain a proper relation between the extension of 
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credit facilities and their available supply of gold. Thus the 
gold standard acted as a wholesome restraint upon over- 
trading, and often adjusted situations, which unchecked 
might have developed into a severe commercial crisis. 


Tue Present Position. 

The position to-day is entirely different. As there is no 
free international market in gold, the operation of the 
foreign exchanges has been interrupted, while at the same 
time the internal gold circulation has been replaced by a 
currency note issue. As there is no legal limit to the amount 
of currency notes which may be issued, there is thereiore no 
automatic check upon the expansion of credit. The very 
large extent to which expansion has taken place is shown 
by the fact that whereas the total deposits at the banks of 
the United Kingdom, exclusive of the Bank of England, 
amounted at the end of 1913 to £1,070,000,000, the amount 
ef deposits is now nearly £2,000,000,000. The enormously 
increasing purchasing power thus created has, in the Com- 
mittee’s opinion, been one of the main factors contributing 
to the general rise in prices. 

Tue AFTER-WARk SITUATION. 

In regard to the position after the war the Committee 
express the opinion that it is essential tor the reconstitution 
of industry and commerce to impose restrictions as soon as 
possible upon the creation of additional credit by the restora- 
tion of an effective gold standard. ‘lo attempt to rebuild 
industry by the further indiscriminate expansion of credit 
would endanger our position as the financial centre o! the 
world, and would inevitably lead before long to grave 
disaster. The Committee accordingly urged the cessation of 
State borrowing as early as possible, all available money 
being required for the financing of commerce and industry. 
Phe Committee also consider that any Government guarantee 
to bankers to enable them to provide by means oi credits 
for fixed capital expenditure for the reconstitution of 
industry is undesirable, as being likely to occasion a further 
expansion of credit followed by an additional rise in prices. 
[t is also recommended with a view to the gradual reduction 
of credit inflation, arising from the enormous volume of 
short dated Government debt, that the State should under- 
take funding operations at an early date for this purpose. 

As to banking facilities for carrying on ordinary 
businesses the ory Ti submitted to the Committee led them 
te the opinion that the situation might safely be left in the 
hands of the banks. To enable the banks to give facilities 
for extended credit it is recommended that every facility 
should be given by the Government to enable the Banks to 
issue any new share capital which may be found necessary to 
strengthen their position. It is thought that the rationing 
of available supplies of raw materials will provide a valuable 
guide to the Banks in selecting the directions in which loans 
will be best secured and are most urgently required. 

The policy of trade organisation which is now in evidence 
is welcomed by the Committee as furnishing a sound basis 
for the granting of credit facilities to industry. They also 
believe that if a portion of the new issues of shares, which 
will be necessary tor many manufacturing establishments, in 
the form of preference shares giving a good return in 
dividends, were reserved for the workpeople in these 
establishments, it would materially assist both financially 
and in other equally important directions. 

The Committee consider that the continuance of some 
measure of State control over new issues is desirable for a 
certain period, and that with a view to the further preven- 
tion of unsound promotions, the Companies Acts might be 
strengthened. The enormous potential increase in the 
number of small investors, as shown by the figures published 
by the National War Savings Committee and the importance 
of the encouragement of this tendency for the rapid re- 
conversion of trade and industry, are emphasised by the 
Committee, as is also the necessity for genuine saving to 
make good the destruction of capital during the war. 

In regard to State aid, while the Committee does not 
recommend the guaranteeing of Banks by the Government 
or the investment of public money in loans to persons who 
have been unable to obtain them from other quarters, it is 
considered that cases of hardship may arise in connection 
with firms who have undertaken, under considerable pressure 
from the Government, the manufacture of munitions of war. 
To meet such cases the Committee suggest the establishment 
of a small Committee of Government officials and business 
men in leading industries to consider claims of this kind in 
the first instance, or to act as a tribunal to which applicants 
can make appeal. The Committee are also of opinion that 
it would be of very great assistance to manufacturers and 
others, who had been prevented from forming adequate 
reserves by the present high rate of Excess Profits Duty, if 
arrangements could be made by which a proportion of the 
tax should be retained for a period as a loan upon terms 
likely to secure early repayment. 
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[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory article or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 








PROPOSED ITALIAN MONOPOLIES. 

Publication of the expected Italian decree bringing 
into force the new State monopolies, of which a list 
Was given in the *‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ of dth 
December, has been deferred owing to the lively 
opposition shown in Italian industrial and commercia! 
circles to these monopolies. It would seem that the 
Ministry is determined to carry the measure, but the 
policy of State trading is viewed with grave misgivings 
in business circles in Italy, following as it does on 
the drastic decree of 29th August, by which the Italian 
Government became the sole importer, from the 15th 
September, 1918, until twelve months after the de- 
claration of peace, ot metals, cereals, chemicals, sugar, 
cottee, hides and other goods. (A full list was pub- 
lished in the ** Board of Trade Journal’’ of 10th 
October.) 

By the diversion of such a large volume of imports 
from ordinary trade channels to Government Depart- 
ments the Italian import merchant is placed in a 
critical position, whilst the manufacturer is faced with 
the continuance of the ineonvenience of having: to 
cbtain so many items of raw materials trom the 
Government, 

The coal monopoly is the one which is being most 
strongly opposed and criticised, particularly by the 
numerous coal merchants who are threatened with 
extinction. In a speech in the Senate on 15th 
December, the Minister tor the Treasury admitted 
the commercial, international and technical difficulties 
of making coal a State monopoly, and promised to 
reconsider the question with a view to allowing the 
maximum of freedom to private trade. | 

Il Sole ” of 21st December gives the opinion that 
the coal monopoly ought to be discussed with the 
Allied Governments, as it affects economic relations 
with them. 

It goes on to suggest that the monopoly might be 
substituted by an allied tax on coal at the pit-mouth. 
In other words, British, American, French, Belgian, 
German and other mines would have to increase by 
a fixed tax the price of every ton of coal mined. ‘The 
amount of this tax received by the mine would then 
be refunded to the Government of the buyer of the 
coal, and in the case of coal mined in Germany, the 
taxes would be paid to the common account of the 
Allies. 

By this means, according to the article, world-wide 
industrial equilibrium would be obtained, whereas if 
the Italian Government establishes its coal monopoly 
for revenue purposes the higher price of coal will put 
Italian manufacturers at a disadvantage as compared 
with the manufacturers of other countries. 

The writer therefore suggests that this proposal 
should be discussed at the Allied economic conferences. 





ASSISTANCE TO DEMOBILISED MEN WISHING 
EMPLOYMENT IN BRAZIL. 


The Council of the British Chamber of Commerce 
of Sao Paulo announce that, with a view to rendering 
every possible assistance to those soldiers, sailors and 
other British subjects who may decide to come to 
Brazil, they have passed the following resolution :— 


That the British Chamber of Commerce of Sao 
Paulo shall endeavour to assist discharged soldiers, 
sailors, or other British subjects who may come 
to Sao Paulo and who possess good credentials 
from previous employers, in finding employment. 
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All communications relative to the matter of em- 
ployment should be addressed to the Secretary, British 
Chamber of Commerce, Rua 15 de Novembro, 20, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. 








— ——_—_-—. 


BRAZIL AS A MARKET FOR PAPER. 

American concerns are alive to the importance of 
Brazil as a market for paper, and have taken a large 
part in supplying that market since the war started, 
but according to a Report just issued by the Bureau 
of loreign and Domestic Commerce, Department of 
Commerce, the future of this trade will depend largely 
upon manuiacturing conditions in Europe after peace 
is made. Price and service will be as important in 
the future as in the past, and if Kuropean manufac- 
turers can undersell their American competitors, and 
transportation facilities from those countries are as 
good as they were before the war, there is no doubt 
that they will regain much of their business. 

Brazil's paper imports amounted to a value of more 
than £1,500,000 before the war, of which the American 
share was about £100,000. Germany was the principal 
source of supply and furnished about £500,000 worth 
annually. Sinee then the American share has_ in- 
ereased to more than £400,000. 

Within the last two years, states the above Report, 
an American firm has opened a branch in Rio de 
Janeiro, where stocks of paper, stationery, and printing 
supplies are carried. This concern has an agency in 
Sao Paulo and covers the northern States by means 
of salesmen. Two other American companies, which 
have had a satisfactory business since the beginning 
of the war, are planning extensions of their operations. 
A large commission-house has established branches in 
the principal cities, and is looking forward to a more 
active participation in the paper trade. 





DEFECTS OF BRITISH CINEMA FILMS. 

An agent at Athens for certain well-known British 
film producers states that British films have not yet 
reached the high standard of the artistic films manu- 
factured in Italy, France and even Denmark. Jritish 
manufacturers, he adds, do not seem keen to secure 
the exclusive services of well-known stage actresses 
and beauties in order to make films that can compete 
with those made by the Continental manufacturers. 
The one exception is the British comic film, photo- 
sraphed in England, with a really good comic man 
as chief actor. 

In dramas the British are behind the Italian and 
French films—in scenic effects, in the acting and dress 
of the actors, and also as regards the plots of their 
dramas. . 

British manufacturers, if they produced well-mounted 
films out of the exceedingly rich British literature, with 
good actors and actresses, would have captivated the 
world. 

All the lettering and explanations of the films, or 
rather of the copies that are to go to the Continent, 
should be made in the French language. 

For the above-stated reasons British films are not 
at all in demand in the Greek cinema business, and 
can only be placed at small provincial cinemas where 
high rates of hiring demanded by the people importing 
the Italian and French artistic films cannot be paid. 

Another question which hinders the hiring of British 
films in the Greek markets is the British tendency to 
manufacture one or two reel dramas. In these it is 
not possible to put the finish and the plot necessary 
for a four or five reel drama. 

The opinion of this Agent is, therefore, that British 
cinema manufacturers have every opportunity and 
everything necessary to compete with the films of the 
whole world, but they require much more scenic and 
artistic effect in order to produce films to compete 
with those of Italian and French producers. 
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AMERICAN-BALTIC TRADE AFTER THE WAR. 
_ It is suggested by the United States Trade Commis- 
sioner at Stockholm that an American-Baltic terminal 
company should be established with central offices in 
Copenhagen and with stock held jointly by American 
and Danish capital. If a free-port coneession can be 
obtained tor Korsor, centralised terminal buildings 
comprising warehouses, assembling plants and branch 
factories might be built there or in Copenhagen, to 
handle American goods only for trans-shipment to 
and from Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Russia 
and possibly Germany. The Danish capital invested 
in such a terminal company should be preferably by 
strong Danish trading groups, such as the Pransatlantic 
Company or the Almindelige Handelskompagni, and 
by Danish shipping companies, such as the United 
Steamship Company, the East Asiatic Company and 
the Danish-Russian Steamship Company, which, by 
means of their established connections throughout the 
Baltic region, would assist in selling and trans-shipping 
American goods. ‘Together with these connections, 
direct American connections should be built up through 
the terminal company by giving agencies m various 
Baltic ports for lines of American manufacturers and 
producers centralised in the terminal. 

In this way, he concludes, American control of 
American commerce in the Baltic would be secured, 
together with the assistance and co-operation of esta- 
blished Danish concerns. Such centralisation would 
furnish American trade in the Baltic with strong 
means of combating competition and would cut out 
foreign cartels and middlemen. 





INTERIM INDUSTRIAL RECONSTRUCTION 
COMMITTEES. | 

The activities of the Ministry of Reconstruction in 
the formation of Interim Industrial Reconstruction 
Committees, or temporary Whitley Councils as they 
are sometimes called, are being resumed after the holi- 
day period, and full Trade Conferences have been 
arranged as follows :— 

(1) For the Tubes Industry, at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on 8th January at 2.30 p.m. 

(2) For the Paper Making Industry, at the Ministry 
of Reconstruction on 9th January at Pi a.m. 

Mr. E. J. P. Benn, Chief Trade Organisation Com- 
missioner of the Ministry of Reconstruction and Chair- 
man of the Industrial Reconstruction Council, will 
preside at both meetings. It is hoped that they will 
be fully representative of the trades as a whole, both 
workers’ and employers’ representatives taking their 
part. 

During the past few weeks, seven additional Interim 
Industrial Reconstruction Committees have been 
formed in the following trades: (1) Artificial Stone ; (2) 
Brass and Copper; (3) Women’s Light Clothing; (4) 
Lead Mining; (5).Lead; (6) Zine and Spelter; (7) Sugar 
Refining; bringing the number of these Committees 
now at work to twenty-nine. They are giving valuable 
help to the Government on such matters as Demobili- 
sation, Reinstatement, Provision of Raw Materials, 
Priority and other urgent problems. A detailed list 
is published in this issue. 





SPANISH EDITIONS OF BRITISH 


PUBLICATIONS. 

The British Vice-Consul at Monterrey reports that 
the ‘‘ Comision Aliada ”’ at that city is about to open 
a free reading-room for propaganda purposes. The 
‘“ Comision '’ would be glad to receive copies of Spanish 
editions of British papers, especially trade journals. 
They should be addressed to La Comision Aliada, Apar- 
tado 68, Monterrey, N.L. Mexico. 


_ — 
—_— 
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DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRIES DURING 
THE WAR. 

‘In a statement submitted to the Imperial Legislative 
Council in British India, the Hon. Sir George Barnes has 
outlined the progress made by Indian industries during the 
war. Although the shortage of shipping and the restrictions 
on manufacture in the United Kingdom and the Allied 
countries have enlarged the opportunities of Indian 
indusiries, these causes have also made progress more 
difeult. Technical experts have not been obtainable in 
many cases, and the obstacles to the adequate supply of 
plant and machinery have only partially been overcome. 

The Government have, in the first place, taken all possible 
uction to guard against the unnecessary import of articles 
which are being produced or can be manutactured in India. 
They have carefully scrutinised all indents from Government 
Departments and from the railways, in order to obtain as 
much as possible from Indian sources. Applications for 
priority in respect of articles required from the United 
Kingdom by business firms have also been examined with the 
same object. Promising openings for manufactures in India 
have thus been revealed and brought to the notice of firms 
likely to take up the work. Existing expert knowledge has 
for the first time been organised and made readily available 
for the help of industrialists desirous of starting new 
ventures. 











New INbDUSTRIES. 

With a yreater or less degree of Government help or 
encouragement, a number of new industries have been 
started. Caustic soda, magnesium chloride, thymol, sandal- 
wood oil, copperas, zine chloride, and refined nitre are 
chemicals which have now been made in India for the first 
time on a commercial scale. Ferro-manganese is being pro- 
duced in large quantities and has even been exported. The 
manufacture of micanite has been taken in hand by a 
private firm and by the East Indian Railway. The produc- 
tion of silicate bricks for lining furnaces has been developed 
so far that, it is hoped, India will soon be independent of 
foreign imports. Great progress has been made in the out- 
put of accessories for the textile and tea industries. The 
building of wooden ships has received encouragement by the 
offer of special terms. 

INCREASED Output oF OLDER INDUSTRIES. 

There has been an immense increase in the output of 
industries which were already established before the war. 
Perhaps the most important example is that of Messrs. Tata 
Sons and Company, whose output of steel ingots is now more 
than double the output in 1913. Other lesser industries show 
similar development, particularly the glass industry, to which 
technical assistance has been given with excellent results in 
several cases, and the coir industry which has been rescued 
from severe loss, if not extinction, by war orders. 


MEETING Mititary ReevireEMENTS. 


The extent to which Indian industry has been able to meet 
the requirements of the Army for clothing and equipment 
has been very striking. In 1918 30 million yards of khaki 
drill and of grey and bleached cloth were purchased in India, 
as against 610,000 yards before the war, and 49 million 
yards of webbing and tapes—mainly the product of small 
artizans-—have been purchased. 

Before the war the bulk of the Army requirements under 
this head were imported. Thus only 32,000 yards of flannel 
and 16,000 yards of grey coat cloth of Indian manufacture 
were obtained in India. The purchases in 1918 amounted 
to 850,000 yards of fiannel and 650,000 yards of grey coat 
cloth. Six thousand workers were employed on making 
blankets. Two million pairs of boots were manufactured in 
the year, or more than 20 times the pre-war figure. 

EXPLOITATION OF TANSTUFFS. 

The results obtainable frem the use of indigenous tan- 
stuffs have been greatly improved by the work of the Tanning 
Research Factory at Maihar in Central India, and a Joan 
has been made to Mr. Mirza, of Ramnagar, to extend his 
work on the manufacture of tanning and dyeing extracts. 
An expert tanner wii] shortly arrive in India to assist the 
Government, and the services of the Tanning Expert 
appointed in 1916 have been extended for five more years. 
An experimental tannery has been established at Allahabad 
in connection with these investigations. Numerous activities 
of minor importance have been undertaken by Local Govern- 
ments, especially in Madras, where the success of the Govern- 
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ment pencil factory has justified its being now handed over 
to private enterprise. 
Tue Inpvian Munitions Boarp. 


The tunctions of the Indian Munitions Board as laid down 
in the ‘‘Gazette of India,’’ in February, 1917, are:—“‘‘to 
control and develop Indian resources, with specia] reference 
to the needs created by the war * * * * to limit and 
co-ordinate demands for articles not manufactured or pro- 
duced in India, and to apply the manufacturing resources 
of India to war purposes with the special object of reducing 
demands on shipping.’’ The ability of the Board to develop 
industries in India therefore has been strictly limited by the 
concentration of its energies on its primary object, namely, 
the immediate supply of demands from the armies in the 
astern theatre of war, but within those limits it has been 
able to foster the growth of indigenous industries in many 
ways, the most important of which are:— 

(1) The direct purchase in India of articles and materials 
of all kinds needed for the Army and Civil 
departments and the railways; 

(2) the diversion whenever possible by means of the 
priority system and its control over home indents, 
of all orders for articles and materials from the 
United Kingdom and elsewhere to manufacturers 
in India; 

(3) the giving of assistance to individuals and firms 
which desire to import plant or to engage 
chemical and technical experts and skilled labour 
from home or elsewhere, in order to establish 
new industries or develop old ones: 

(4) the dissemination of information and expert advice 
and the giving of other direct or indirect en- 
couragement to persons prepared to establish new 
industries in India. 

With the exception of foodstuffs, medical stores, and 
certain technical stores, for the provision of which there 
already exist special organisations, the Indian Munitions 
Board has been responsible for the supply of all articles 
required by the armies stationed in and based on India, by 
Government Departments and by State railways, as well as 
for certain materials needed by the Imperial Government at 
home. 

Though many of the articles which have been purchased 
in India were imported, the tendency has been to rely more 
and more on local manufacture, for the development of 
which for war purposes the Board was partly brought into 
existence. The Board’s invariable policy has been to deal 
with manufacturers direct wherever possible. Apart from 
the great impetus which the expenditure of some 23 crores 
of rupees must have given to the general development of 
industries in India, the following brief description of the 
activities of some of the purchasing branches of the Board 
are of interest. 

TEXTILES (INCLUDING JUTE). 

The whole of the clothing and tents needed by the Army 
were supplied in 1918 by goods of Indian manufacture, so 
fas as possible. That is to say, all demands for fabrics made 
of cotton, and hitherto also for boots have been met fully 
from India, while the whole output of woollen mills in India 
has been engaged in meeting the demands for woollen fabrics, 
only the balance which was beyond India’s manufacturing 
capacity being imported from abroad. Special efforts have 
been made to utilise the handloom industry in meeting war 
demands. The manufacture of blankets alone gives employ- 
ment to some 6,000 workers, while the millions of yards of 
webbing, newar tape and cordage needed for Army use are 
made eniirely from the products of small artisans. The 
manufacture of followers’ shoes to a total of close on a 
million pairs during 1915 has also brought work to a very 
large number of shoemakers. The many sundries required 
by the Army in the shape of buttons, badges, shoulder titles, 
brushes, ete., are ail now made in India, while the manufac- 
ture of a large number of more complicated articles, such as 
cutlery and clasp knives has been greatly developed under 
the active encouragement of the Board. 

The following figures will give some idea of the extent to 
which the textile and boot industry has been developed 
during the war:—In 1913-14 Government bought for Army 
purposes 260,000 vards of Indian-made khaki drill, while in 
1918 the total was over 21,000,900 yards. Of grey and 
bleached cloths pre-war purchases in India were only 350,000 
vards, as against 9,000,000 yards last year. Formerly the 
bulk of the Army requirements in webbing and tapes were 
imported, but in 1918 the Board purchased 49,000,000 yards. 
all of Indian manufacture. The purchases of putties have 
increased from 37,000 to 1,500,000 pairs, of jerseys from 
23,000 to 275,000; of khaki great-coat cloth from 16,000 to 
650,000 yards; of flannel from 32,090 to 850,000 yards, all 
of Indian manufacture; while no fewer than two million 
pairs of boots are now manufactured for Government in a 
vear as compared with rather less than 100,000 in 1913-14. 
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Jute purchases, which have only recently been taken over 
hy the Board, tor the tirst three months of 1918-19 amounted 
to Ks. 1,18,03,000. 

Hipes aNpD LEATHER. 

Betore the war the bulk of Indian hides were exported in 

a raw state, the greater part going to enemy countries. In 
1913, 1,132,384 cwt., for instance, were exported, of which 
Germany and Austria took over 600,000 ewt. In the same 
vear only 194,765 ewt. of tanned hides lett India. 
' At the outbreak of war the greater part of the market 
tor raw hides was cut off, and the development of the tanning 
industry, in order to supply Great Britain and the Allies 
with half-tanned cow hides, became a matter oi urgent 
necessity. Much difficulty was experienced in obtaining 
expert advice from Europe or America, where all highly 
trained men in this industry were fully engaged on war work 
and in obtaining suitable machinery and plant for the intro- 
duction of up-to-date methods of tanning. In spite of these 
limiting factors there has been an increase in the number of 
tanneries working, especially in Madras and the Central 
Provinees, while at Calcutta some large-scale tanneries have 
been started. 

Difficulties were also experienced in obtaining a sufficient 
supply of tanstuffs, and it has been necessary to undertake 
the cultivation of turward (Cassia Auriculata) by the Forest 
and other departments in several provinces in India and in 
Burma. A Government Tanning Research Factory has been 
founded at Maihar in Central India, where much useful work 
has been done in the systematic study of the properties of 
many of the indigenous tanstuffs, the results being tested 
in a tannery acquired by Government at Allahabad. 

In order to establish the industry on a firm footing, 
Government has secured from England the services of an 
expert tanner. The results of these measures may be seen 
in the export statistics for the year 1917-18 when 361,674 
ewt. of tanned hides, or very near double the pre-war total 
were exported, while the exports of raw hides had fallen to 
little more than one-third of the former level. The shortage 
of tanstuff has led to a temporary setback to the tanned-skin 
trade, but this will recover rapidly on the conclusion of 
peace, 

Great encouragement has also been given to the leather 
industry by the large demand for harness, saddlery and 

accoutrements for the Armies supplies from India. The 
monthly output of the Government Harness Factory at Cawn- 
pore has increased from 33,000 Ib. of leather in 1913-14 to 
nearly 200,000 lb. during the first three months of 1918-19. 
Two large tanneries at Cawnpore are now controlled by the 
Government, and as a result of the instruction given, are 
turning out leather of first-class quality. 

Some time ago advantage was taken of the demand for 
harness, ete., to place orders for second-class work with small 
local saddlers, so as to train them to turn out better articles, 
and at the same time to permit the Government Factory to 
work solely on the more important classes of equipment. This 
experiment has proved so successful that the Cawnpore firms 
will now be employed to assist the Government Factory in 
high-class work, and orders for second-class equipment are 
placed outside Cawnpore. 

These arrangements should result in great improvement in 
the standard of leather-making in India. The total value 
of the out-turn of the Government Factory at Cawnpore was 
523 lakhs in 1916-17, the latest period for which detailed 
accounts are forthcoming. No particulars of orders placed 
with non-Government concerns are available, but large 
orders have been given and every effort is being made to 
exploit the resources of the country in respect of leather 
work still further. 

ORDNANCE. 

The Board only assumed control of the Ordnance Factories 
in January last. The expansion in the output of these 
factories can best be seen from a comparison of their total 
cash expenditure in 1913-14, viz., about fifty lakhs, with the 
sum of Ks.1,16,25,000 which was spent on them in the first 
three months of this financial year. <A large scheme for 
extension is now being carried out at a cost of about half- 
a-million sterling. This, with the new acetone factory at 
Nasik, the whole output of which will be used in the Aruvan- 
kadu Cordite Factory, will give employment to a number of 
Indians and render the country more nearly independent of 
outside supplies of military stores. 

TIMBER. 

The Board is supplying timber in the form of sleeper, 
scantlings, poles and bamboos to military forees in Egypt, 
Salonika, East Africa and Mesopotamia to the value of 
Rs.24,00,060 a month. 


TRON AND STEEL TRADES. 


No separate figures are yet available to show the amount 
of the purchases made by the Board. But the general 
progress in this class of manufacture may be gauged from 
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the development of the Tata Iron and Steel Company, 
Sakchi, of which the entire output of pig iron and steel is 
controlled by the Munitions Board. 

At the commencement of the war, only two blast furnaces 
were in operation, and they were designed each to produce 
20U tons of pig iron a day, while four open-hearth furnaces 
were working with an out-turn of 50 tons each per ‘heat.’ 
(he present annual steel capacity is 200,000 tons of steel, 
from which among other things 120,000 tons of rails and 
small sections are nanutactured yearly. Two blast furnaces 
are now producing 35U tons each a day, and three more are 
in course of construction. Two more open-hearth furnaces 
have been built and produce 75 tons each per ‘“‘heat,’’ while 
one more is under construction. 

Other extensions about to be undertaken are two 25-ton 
Bessemer converters, three electric furnaces, two 200-ton 
tilting furnaces, and one ‘‘Mixer’’ of 1,300 tons capacity. 
The total cost of all these and other developments is 
estimated at 12 crores of rupees. 

Woop SHIPBUILDING. 


A special branch has been constituted to supervise the 
construction and re-erection of rivercraft launches, etc., and 
to assist in the development of merchant ship-building in 
India. Considerable activity is now being displayed in the 
building of wooden sailing vessels, chiefly in the districts of 
Bombay, the Malabar Coast, the Madras Coast, Chittagong 
and Burma. With a view to encouraging this industry, the 
Munitions Board recently issued a Press communiqué offer- 
ing to assist shipowners and shipbuilders in the construction 
of wooden sailing or auxiliary vessels. This offer includes the 
supplying of plans and specifications and assistance in pro- 
curing timber, canvas, anchors, cables and propelling 
machinery, where required. Payment for timber bought 
from Government may be made in easy instalments. 
Advantage is being taken of this offer by quite a number of 
firms and individuals, and it is expected that a considerable 
impetus to the wood shipbuilding industry in India will 
result. 

INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 

Tlie Board has also maintained an Intelligence Branch, 
the function of which is to collect industrial information, 
and disseminate it to other branches; to provincial controllers 
and directors of industries, and so to act as a general ‘‘clear- 
lag house”’ of industrial information. It works in conjune- 
tion with other branches in developing Indian industries 
and resources. | 

CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES. 


Special attention has been paid to the development of 
chemical industries in India, on the existence of which 
depends the possibility of the sound growth of indigenous 
industries. The Board has now a_ permanent chemical 
adviser, whose expert knowledge is at the disposal of all 
inquirers. A conterence of chemists was held at Lahore in 
January last, in order to discuss how tar it was possible in 
present circumstances to utilise the service of chemists now 
in India to carry on investigations of war importance, or 
connected with industrial development, and in what way 
chemical research should be organised after the war. As a 
result of this conference, a number of researches have been 
conducted under the auspices of the Board by chemists, who 
placed their spare time at its disposal, and from these re- 
searches some important results have already been obtained. 
The following important chemicals amongst others have been 
produced on a commercial scale for the first time in India 
since the war began:—Caustic soda, magnesium chloride, 
thymol, sandalwood oil, copperas, zinc chloride, and refined 
nitre. 

Key INDUSTRIES. 

The Board has paid special attention to the development 
oi what may be called ‘‘key’’ industries, so far as this has 
been possible in India. Attention has been focused on the 
accessories used by milling industries, such as roller skins, 
pickers, sheep skins for rice polishing, belting, etc. Several 
of these articles are now being manufactured with great 
success in India, and some of the most important manufac- 
turing industries are less liable to be disturbed by a sudden 
cessation of imports than they were before the war. Other 
industries to which considerable attention has been paid are 
the manufacture of antifriction metal, ferro-manganese, 
glass, pottery, refractory bricks, disinfecting fiuids, tea 
pruning knives, tea chests, asbestos boiler composition, 
glucose, coir articles, and graphite crucibles. In each and 
ail of these, considerable success has now been obtained by 
manufacturers. Refractory material, suitable for lining the 
hottest furnaces, is now being made in India, and it is hoped 
that the country will soon be independent of foreign imports 
of these articles. Pruning knives of excellent quality are 
also being made in numbers practically sufficient to supply 
the whole demands of the tea industry, which requires several 
hundred thousand annually, while it has recently been 
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reported that graphite crucibles have been successfully made SeEViN AMLONTHS ENDING OCTOBER. 
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; NEW MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. Pomestic. Foreign. Domestic. Foreign. 
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6 ° ° . ‘ . ° . ‘ 
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The following return under Section 8 of the Shale Oil a diate: sanity , = der vo dine Saal C 
Bounty Act, 1917, of particulars of Bounty paid during the weds Bye A ~bewnigg dug y soe _ : Yom sprnilansigy dhageulininanegiiit ti 
financial vear ended 30th June. 1918. 7 vield is 4,203,150 tons trom 002,069 acres, an average per st 
ie " nt are ‘ 21 . j hv ‘ ’ ‘ , < ‘Te > Ri ¢t WSs i 
Name of persons to whom paid: John Fell and Company. acre of dS; tons. t] 
» ° — . 2 ° ray 7 2 < . . . 
Amount of Bounty paid: £15,008 9s. Gd. The total area under root and fodder crops, including d. 
Goods on which Bounty paid: Crude shale oil. potaioes, turnips, etc., hay and clover, alfalfa and fodder | 1 
Name of place where goods made: Newnes, N.S.W. corn, amounted to 12,321,351 acres, as compared with ; a! 
The goods in respect of which the above Bounty was paid 9.576.568 acres in 1917. In total value at local prices these at 
were produced since Ist September, 1917. crops amounted for 1918 to 330,975,825 dols., as compared : T 
mae with 268,310,300 dols. in 1917. z P 
) a 
” CANADA. AvtumMN Whueat Aanp PLOUGHING. ; 
FOREIGN TRADE IN OCTOBER The area estimated te be sown to autumn wheat for 1919 
The follow; 1 ficial C | f is 5 per cent. less than in 1917, the area being 840,000 acres, di 
“5 » yr ara » sae . . val . 1 = . . . > \ 
uk O owing se t 1 omecla Justomis returns 0 the as against R8G.000 acres. the revised estimate for 1918, based 1 
foreign trade of Canada for October. For purposes of com- | . abl * ared wit! 
‘j - 1017 £ upon the returns collected in June last. As compared with th 
parison the October, 1917, figures, and the total for the ae : for 1918. viz.. 711,000 acres. the area Si 
seven months of the financial years, April-October, 1917 and the wpe, ae pegmatite - oe ' ; ~~ On. i. 
1918, are also given for 1919 is 129,000 acres, or 18 per cent. more. On Jdlst lé 
? . . > - . . > » » ’ 
1917. 1918. October the condition of the autumn wheat crop was fo! o1 
Domestic. Foceign. Damastic. feeian. Canada 102 per cent. of the decennial average. - Ontario, . 
The Mine ....... 7,668,525 94,975 5,484,573 303,403 also. the condition was 102, but in Alberta 1t was 9. 
The cerry Ai hel tances ey —— died About 56 per cent. of the land intended for the 1919 crops P 
ie Forest ........ ale econ 4,900,739 1,400 4,505,162 — _ e" . —_ . q 
Animals and their Produce — 8,679,265 1,358,919 20,529,772 425,452 has been ploughed—this proportion being similar to that of pi 
se ew epieeinans yaya 215,059 31,315,614 41,571 each of the past three years. In the Prairie Provinces the ne 
Manufactures ................... 74,419,973 2,698,213 64,134,325 1,191,241 * 3 ae ae : sh ene | 
Miscellaneous ................... 176,060 196,020 221,345 122,968 percentages are :—Manitoba 54, as against 40 last year: - di 
ee Saskatchewan 39. against 37; and in Alberta 35, against 3%. fo 
165,093,744 4,590,753 129,554,438 2,164,754 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 
EUROPE. 


ITALY. 











STAMP TAX ON ADVERTISEMENTS. 

A Decree published in the “Gazzetta Ufficiale’ of the 9th 
Deccinber contains regulations for levying a stamp tax on 
press and other advertisements printed in Italy from Ist 
January L919. 

All classes of advertisements are subject to this tax, 
except those issued by certain public bodies and those 
relating to religious functions and to public entertainments. 
Personal notices are subject to the tax, which ranges from 
10 centesimi to 10 lire. 


RESTRICTION ON MEAT-CANNING INDUSTRY. 

A Decree of 28th November, published in the **Gazzetta 
Ufficiale’ of the 7th December, prohibits the canning of the 
fiesh, entrails, etc., of cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and horses. 
The Decree came into force 15 days aiter publication. 

It also prohibits the sale of such tinned meats, except 
extracts of meat and those imported from abroad and those 
prepared in Italy, with the express authority of the 
Govermment Departments concerned. 


COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH THE 
ENEMY. 

Decree No, 1,520, of the 28th November, L915, published in 
the ‘‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’? of the 7th December, co-ordinates 
and summarises under one Act the various regulations and 
enactments passed in Ltaly with regard to commercial rela- 
tions with cnemy states and subjects under the tollowing 
main headings :— 

lL. Regulations relating to import and export of goods and 
securities. 

2. Prohibitions on the execution of specified acts by enemy 
subjects. 

3. Rules relating to payments to enemy subjects. 

4. Trading with the enemy (including control of enemy 
firms). 

9. Sequestration of enemy property. 

The full text of the Decree can be consulted at the Depart- 
mont of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


THE MERCANTILE BANK OF THE AMERICAS. 

Recent developments that have taken place in the 
organisation of American Foreign Trade Banks have been 
published in the Builetin of the United States Federal 
Reserve Board. These accounts have in each case been 
prepared by the Bank concerned, and the information they 
contain is therefore of great interest. 

The firss article deals with the Mercantile Bank of the 
Americas. This bank, it is stated, was started in 1915 with 
a small capital stock subscribed by Messrs. Brown Bros. and 
Co., and Messrs. J. and W. Seligman and Co. The inten- 
tion was to form a Pan-American Bank, the gentlemen 
starting tho bank being deeply interested in conferences 
that had taken place in Washington, and the general 
discussion in the country concerning the need for foreign 
trade banks by the United States of America. Shortly 
afterwards, the following banks were added to the group 
at various times: The Guaranty Trust Co., of New York: 
The National Shawmut Bank, of Boston; The Anglo-London 
Paris National Bank, of San Francisco; The Hibernia Bank 
and Trust Company, of New Orleans. 

CaPiITaL AND Poricy. 

The capital and paid-in surplus of the bank are 3,125,000 
dols., and the undivided profits approximately 300,000 dols. 
The Board of Directors feel reasonably well satisfied with 
the progress that has been made in the extremely difficult 
Situation, both as to men and trade, that has existed. They 
have, however, had in mind the development of this 
organisation wherever there are sources of raw materials 
to be had in South and Central America for the use of the 
United States after the war. By going right back to the 
planter himself, and lending him money through a local 
bank established in his own country, with a local statement 
published in his country, and with the co-operation of 
native directors, they fecl that in spite of the numerous 
difficulties in attempting to establish a foreign-trade bank 
for America in these days, the work done will prove 
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extremely useful after the war. They also hope that it will 
eventually turn out to be profitable. 
Controt or Raw Mareriats. 

‘the theory under which the bank works is that it should 
obtain possession of the product for export at the earliest 
possible moment—in fact, as soon as it is ready at the 
plantation—and carry it from that point until such time 
as it is disposed of by the broker in New York or otherwise. 
The same is true of exports from the United States, when 
the goods are consigned to the bank. 

Mone or SHIPMENTS. 

lit is hoped that this bank and its affiliated institutions 
will be in a position to put the American exporter into closer 
touch with the actual buyer of the goods in South or Central 
America than can he secured through any other system. To 
that end the organisation has been extensively developed 
in foreign countries rather than in the United States itself. 
The affiliated banks in no case have shipments of mer- 
chandise made for their own account, but they do everything 
short of that, in order to bring buyer and seller together, 
relying upon their commission to reimburse them. 

ORCANISATION AT NEw York. 

In the New York office there is a staff of about 150: If 
those employed in the foreign tield are added the total 
number of people engaged in this enterprise is in the 
neighbourhood ot 500. Compared to a local bank or a bank 
doing the ordinary forcign exchange business, the overhead 
charges in connection with such an enterprise are extremely 
heavy. 

FOLLOWING THE GERMAN PaTTERN. 

The only way in which this situation can be met, it 1s 
Stated, is by incorporating in the one institution all the 
elements that can be found in the German system, which 
carries the goods trem preducer to the source of distribu- 
tion, and receives the commissions, or a part of them, that 
are ordinarily paid for similar services rendered by various 
parties under the old American system. 

ft is also a tact that under the old system German houses 
in New York were established in order that ‘their chain 
might be completed, and the sales commission for goods and 
services rendered, outside of mere financial charges, were 
sufficient when put together to make it worth while for them 
to make loans, and thus control business in South and 
Central American countries. 

The bank has already found it possible to call the atten- 
tion of borrowers in South and Central America to the fact 
that it naturally prefers them to make their purchases in 
Anierica, if all things are equal, with the funds placed in 
their hands by the bank. 

EXTENSION TO NICARAGUA. 

The first foreign bank to be placed under the control cf 
the Mercantile Bank of the’ Americas was the National Bank 
of Nicaragua. This bank had been formed in order that the 
currency situation in Nicaragua might be revised in accord- 
ance with the wish of the United States Government that 
some method should be devised whereby the currency of 
Nicaragua would no longer experience the vicissitudes to 
which it had been subject. 

CONVERSION OF NICARAGUAN CURRENCY. 

After considerable labour the old currency was finally 
taken up, a good part of it being burned, and the balance 
of it at the time of conversion being taken over at the rate 
of 12} to 1, namely, 8 cents in the new cordoba currency 
for each peso of the old currency. The unit of value was 
the cordoba—-value the same as the United States dollar. 
With the exception of a very short time, when the war 
between England and Germany commenced, this currency 
has been maintained at about parity, being the only currency 
in South and Central America which enjoys that distinction. 
Up to last August the range of rates has heen about 99 to 
102. 

MANAGEMENT AND ORGANISATION. 


The National Bank of Nicaragua is a Connecticut corpora- 
tion, and its capital is 300,000 dols.—51 per cent. of its stock 
being owned by the Mercantile Bank of the Americas, and 
49 per cent. by the Government of Nicaragua. Its board of 
directors consists of representatives of the Mercantile Bank 
of the Americas, the Government of Nicaragua, and the 
State Department of the United States. 


Co-oPERATION WITH THE MERCANTILE OVERSEA 
CoRPORATION. 


Branches of the National Bank of Nicaragua have been 
opened in Managua, Bluefields, Leon, and Granada. Blue- 
fields is on the Atlantic coast, and strenuous efforts are being 
made by the bank to develop this part of Nicaragua, which 
is mostly settled by Americans. To that end, clase connec- 
tions are maintained hetween the Mercantile Oversea Cor- 
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; IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
\ poration in New Orleans and its affiliated institutions, and this bank in Colombia (through its parent bank) was to 
k the National Bank of Nicaragua in Bluefields—New Orleans protect New York Exchange and bring it from about 76 
if being the port through which most of the trade is cleared. back to 96, merely by shipping gold to Colombia. It has 
4 The National Bank ot Nicaragua is the only American Bank not been necessary for the bank to put the gold in circula- & St 
Ke in Nicaragua. tion in order to obtain this result. en 
t EXTENSION TO PERU. A special session of Congress was called in Colombia to cé 
} The American Mercantile Bank of Peru was established consider the propesals made by the bank for an emergency wi 
‘ at the end of 1916 at Lima. Since then branches have been currency, im order to adjust the exchange situation. | The 
‘ opened at Areguipa, Chiclayo, and Callao. It maintains an bank now believes that with very little help from the Federal th 
M ageressive toreign trade department, employing commercial Reserve Board and the Treasury Departments it will be able In 
men, and has become known as the most active dealer in oo prevent New Yerk xchange from going scriously 
exchange, both sterling and dollars, in Peru. against Colombia, as it has in other countries similarly pe 
situated. i. 
MANAGEMENT AND ORGANISATION. a | th 
ieee ae ; | OTHER SoutTn AMERICAN EXTENSIONS. 

The management of this organisation consists of a board ; at 
of directors, whose formal meetings are held in-New York, _ Agencies of the Mercantile Bank have been established fir 
and the executive committee of the board which meets in in Bolivia, where for the time being the bank S representa- tr 
lima, Peru. This executive committee consists of three tive is located at La Paz; in Costa Rica, Guatemala, and 
prominent Peruvian gentlemen, and the use of their names Honduras. 
in that country in connection with the American institution THe MERCANTILE OVERSEA CORPORATION. 
has, it is claimed, been extremely useful to the bank, giving The Mercantile Oversea Corporation is a subsidiary of bi 
it a standing that it would not have otherwise secured so the Mercantile Bank of the Americas, all of the stock being T 
quickly. ; owned by the bank. It has full powers to trade and to do of 

THe Peruvian Excuance. eny business that a merchant banker would do in Central co 

Exchange in Peru now shows New York funds selling at cr South American countries. It is used to match the ve 
the rate of about 5°80 against a parity of 4°86. The capital facilities possessed by the German and English banking and 
of the bank is, however, carried down on the books of the trade in these countries, and can deal on its own account as fo 
bank at about 4°80. In view of the exchang2 situation, and a trading company whenever necessary. It can also put in in 
the possibility of a scarcity of currency (which has since cleaning plants for coffee, and similar machinery that may 
occurred), the bank has kept a great deal of its deposits in be necessary in order to secure a hold on the movement of 
foreign currencies. Other banks in Peru have, it is stated, trade for the United States of America, and for the in 
maintained their currency almost exclusively, and their American banks for foreign trade established in the respee- th 
position is therefore rather a more diiicult one, as the tive countries. 
country has been drained of its gold and currency is In view of the difficulties of transportation and the fact 
extremely scarce. that coltee, the great product of Colombia, was produced by 

The capital of this bank is 500,000 dols., all owned at small farmers, it was necessary that some such organisation 
present by the Mercantile Bank of the Americas. shouid be installed in Colombia, and in 1916 the Mercantile 

XXTENSION TO VENEZUELA. Oversea Corporation established agencies in various parts +i 
of the country, hetore the establishment of the American 

The American Mercantile Bank of Caracas was opened Mercantile Bank of Colombia, with its offices at Begota, ; 1 
towards the end of 1917 in the city of Caracas. <A branch Barranquilla, Cartagena, Medellin, Giradot, and Honda, 4 a 
has been opened at La Guayra in order to facilitate the where the bank is not established this corporation acts as (' 
movement of goods through the Custom house. its agent. 

CONSIGNMENT or Goons. It has also been established in the town of Maracaibo, 
| Venezuela. Practically a state of barter exists there, and 

Arrangements have been made, and announcements — the trade is entirely in the hands of the Germans. There is b 
throughout the United States, informing banks that the not much to be looked for in the way of a bank in Maracaibo . 
service of this American Bank of Venezuela is at their at the p:esent time, and the Mercantile Oversea Corporation ( 
disposa] for the consignment of goods direct to the bank ik tnenlnne cuntine: te Mie te weak amo bnckenes wntll ! 
at the port of entry, La Guayra, provided that the sight such time as it is possible to open a cecal lt teeny Uae is 
draft with bills of lading is forwarded through the bank for i aenlli hei. Mad abt. des allies al die tite alates i. fi 
collection. To large banks no charge is made for this poration has also been opened in New Orleans, so that the - 
service, on condition, of course, that they protect the bank orders received trom people to whom the bank lends money 
in case the goods are not taken up by the purchaser. — This in the various countries adjacent to New Orleans may he 
facility would seem to remove one of the obstacles in the siilini Met sctaiaiailieaias dia, Milian : 
way of development of trade, and is only one of many ; ; , 
innovations that have been possible under this merchant EXTENSION To Evrore. N 
banking system, which the Mercantile Pank of the Americas It has been the policy of the Mercantile Bank of the kc 
has installed in various parts of South America. Americas to establish separate banks in each South or 

This is a Connecticut corporation, and all the stock is Central American country in which it operates. These banks 
owned by the Mercantile Bank of the Americas. are treated as it they were branches in respect to credit it 

EXTENSION TO BRAZIL. granted, but otherwise are quite separate and distinct t! 

The American Mercantile Bank of Brazil, with offices at — a Ue 
Para and Pernambuco, was opened last February. This a h 
bank is not yet fairly under way, and the restrictions on In Europe, however, there is no necessity fer the establish- u 
trade in rubber and other commodities by the United States ment of separate organisations, and a branch of the Mer- 
Government have resulted in this bank developing rather cantile Bank of the Americas was opened early in 1917 in k 
more slowly than some of the others. In addition to that, Paris. On account of war conditions and the restrictions 0 
it is even more difficult to get banking men who understand placed upon operations by the French Government, it has i 
Poriuguese than it 1s to obtain those who speak Spanish. not been possible for this branch to do much business. It 

The capital of this bank is 500,000 dols., all of which is is merely laying the lines for service after the war to t 
owned by the Mercantile Bank of the Americas. This bank Central, South, and North American institutions. ve 
is also a Connecticut corporation. BARCELONA BRANCH. n 

By a recent Brazilian Decree the bank has been authorised Pe ae ee aT a i 
to establish agency branches in the capital cities of the opened early this year in Barcelona, and is the only 
‘ . : ars - , ‘ . > - —_— / « b J &e « a, « : ) 
pentes of Wexpaneo, Esauny, Ceare, éo Grande do Norte, American bank established in Spain. As American dollars 
Parahyba and Alagoas. ' : ing he a ek megagyg ogg 

: . were at such a heavy discount in Spain, it was quite \ 
EX'TTENSTON TO COLOMBIA. impossible to place the necessary amount of capital in Spain 0 

The American Mercantile Bank of Colombia was at the disposal of the bank, with the result that an d 

established during the summer, with branches at Bogota, extremely difficult position arose. 
Barranquilla, Cartagena, and Medellin. A branch has The services of this branch have been offered to the I 
recently been opened at Cali, which is the centre of the United States Treasury Department, and it is hoped that 
Pacific Coast, and the Canea Vallev section of Colombia. they will appoint it depesitory and fiscal agent for the 
It is stated to be the only bank, native or otherwise, with United States Government in Spain, This branch has done ( 
a system covering practically the whole country. The some business with the South American bank established ; 
capital allocated to this bank is 500,000 dols. This is a in Venezuela whenever there was a possibility of shipment f 
Connecticut corporation, and all of its stock is owned by the of merchandise to Spain from that country. Absolute 
Mercantile Bank of the Americas. : control was thus provided in a small way of a supply of 

Through the co-operation of the Federal Reserve Board pesetas for use in this market. 

and the Treasury Department, the first important work of 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS .— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods and to the special regulations governing trade 
with certam countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty 
refers nee Should be made personally or by letter to 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Develupment and 
Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Qpenings’’ by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number. Even though trade may not 
at present be possible, it may be worth while for British 
firms to open up communications now with a view to future 
trade. | 











UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into 
conununication with British manutacturers or producers ot 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week 
for the names of manufacturers or producers of the follow- 
ing (among other) articles :— 

Steel blades for pencil sharpeners. 

British manutacturers or producers of these articles now 
in a position to supply are invited to make application for 
the name of the enquirer. 





AUSTRALIA. 

TELEPHONE PARTS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in 
Australia has forwarded a copy of the specifications, condi- 
tions of contract and forms of tender in connection with a 
call for tenders by the Postinaster-General’s Department, 
Melbourne, for the supply and delivery of telephone parts 
(Schedule No. 1,489}. 

This tender will be closed on 21st January, 1919. 

‘See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. | 

The above-mentioned copy of the specifications, ete., can 
be consulted by British manutacturers of telephone parts 
at the Mnquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence). 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this notice therefore will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Commonwealth who can be 
instructed by cable. 





CANADA. 

The Officer-in-Charge for H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Montreal reports the receipt of the following enquiries from 
local firms : — 

WOOLLEN GOODS, LININGS AND DRY GOODS 
GENERALLY.—-An agent (an Englishman), who has resided 
in Canada for the last eight years, proposes shortly to visit 
the United Kingdom, and wishes to get into immediate 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen goods, 
linings, and dry goods generally, with a view to arranging 
to take up agencies therefor in Canada. (Reterence No. 438.) 

MACHINE TOOLS.—A firm, recently established in 
Montreal for the handling of heavy machine tools, desire. to 
obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of heavy 
machine tools for railroad work, etc. (Reference No. 439.) 

TEXTILES.—A manufacturers’ agent desires to get into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of heavy piece- 
goods, hosiery, underwear, silks, gloves, etc., which he can 
sell tu wholesale houses and departmental stores throughout 
Kastern Canada and Ontario. (Reference No. 440.) 

‘See Notice to Manufacturers above. | 

TEXTILES.—A manufacturer’s agent and importer at 
Montreal seeks agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers 
of textiles, particularly Turkish towelling and quilts, eider- 
down quilts, linen towellings and crashes, and silk. 

‘Reference No. 441. See Notice to Manufacturers and 


Exporters above.’ 
4 + ® * x 


The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further in- 
formation may be obtained : — 

TEXTILES, CHINA, CUTLERY, ETC.—A Vancouver 
firm, a partner of which is now in this country, is desirous 
of securing the agency, for Westerv Canada, for United 
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i\ingdom manufacturers of textiles, china, cutlery, toys, and 
household specialities. 
‘See Notice to Manuiacturers and Exporters above.) 
Note.—Conimunications in regard to the foregoing enquiry 
should be addressed as indicated above. : 


eee ee — 


SOUTH AFRICA, 

SPADES AND SHOVELS, MANCHESTER AND 
SHEFFIELD GOODS, POTTERY, ETC.—A partner of a 
Cape Town firm of import and export merchants and agents, 
who is in this country for a few weeks, wisnes to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of a number 
of lines, including: Manchester and Sheffield goods, 
enamelled ware, pottery, glass, paper, all kinds of rubber 
goods, twines, tinplates, galvanised sheets, nails, cement, 
paints, white lead, leather, clothing, hosiery, shirts, boots 
and shoes, superphosphates, and particularly for spades and 
shovels. 

Reference No. 442. See Notice to Manufacturers above. | 

%: * x * 

MOTOR CYCLES.--H.M. Trade Commissioner in South 
Atrica reports that a Johannesburg firm, who claim to be 
building up an ellicient motor cycle organisation throughout 
South Africa, desire to obtain an agency for a light-weight 
motor cycle which they cam push side by side, but which will 
not clash, with a high-powered heavy American machine, for 
which they already hold the agency. The firm stares that 
there is a good demand in the Union for these hght-weight 
cycles for solo work. 

‘Reference No. 443. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
isxporters above. | 


CHILE. 

MARINE AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS STORES.— 
The Acting British Consul at Santiago has forwarded, under 
date Ist October, a translation of a notice which has appeared 
in the **Direecion del Material’ of Chile, to the effect that the 
Department of Materiel is inviting, up to 2.30 p.m. on 380th 
January, 1¥19, tenders tor the supply and delivery of marine 
und other miscellaneous stores in Vaiparaiso. These stores 
include steel, iron, copper, bronze, lead, zinc, dry goods and 
machinery, naval articles, oils, paints, varnishes, ropes, and 
duck, lubricating oils, lamps, and tinsmiths’ articles, print- 
ing and library articles, electric and radio telegraphic 
articles, soap, chemical products, native and foreign woods, 
stores, and furniture. 

jt wiil be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited and, owing to detailed particulars having to be 
obtained from Chile, this intimation will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the. Republic who can be instructed 
by cable. 


CHILE. PERU. BOLIVIA, 

TEXTILES AND AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES.—H.M. 
Consul at Santiago reports that a firm of manufacturers’ 
agents desire to obtain agencies for Chile, Peru and Bolivia, 
for United Kingdom manufacturers of the following goods: 
Tailors’ clothing and trimmings, ready-made overcoats and 
waterproofs, collars, cuffs, ties, Manchester cotton goods, 
blankets and quilts, Nottingham laces, velvets ; linoleum and 
oilcloth ; and also of supplies for all agricultural industries. 
The firm, it is stated, were established in Santiago for ten 
years prior to the war, and claim to have a good knowledge 
of the commercial customs and requirements of the South 
American markets. 

|Reference No. 444. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. | 


FRANCE. 

METALLURGICAL PRODUCTS, ETC.—H.M. Consul- 
General at Lyons reports that an agent in that city wishes 
to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers 
desiring to appoint an agent for the regions of l Est, Centre 
and Midi. The enquirer particularly desires to obtain an 
agency for metallurgical products. 

‘Reference No. 445. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
exporters above. | 


—— ——__— -__ -- - SL. 


ITALY. 

OPENINGS FOR CkRTAIN GOODS.—Enguiries have 
been received at the British Chamber of Commerce, Milan, 
from persons and firms in Italy, for agencies for United 
Kindom manufacturers and exporters of the following 
goods : — 
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Aluminium articles. 

Aniline dyes, various colouring materials. 

Motor cars, bicycles, aircraft, and all accessories. 

Boots and shoes and leggings. 

Raw chemicals, also chemicals for photography, 

pharmacy, and radiography. 

6. Colonial products, including teas, spices, pepper. 
cocoa, etc. 

(. Cutlery, Birmingham goods, household and hotel metal 
requisites. 

8. Electric plant, geods, and ACCOCSSOLICS. 

9. Hides, furs, skins (prepared and raw). 

1G. Metals. 

li. Gas accessories and pipings. 

12. Machinery (industrial and agricultural). 

13. Machine toois. 

14. Railway materiais, locomotives, engines for lght 
railways, ete. 

io. Rubber and waterproofs. 

(G6. Men’s and women’s clothing, underlinen, hosiery, 
cotton made-up goods. 

I7. Linen goods. | 

Is. Oils, soap, and materials for the manutacture thereof. 

19. Velvets, flannels, and cloth in bales. 

20. Tulles, laces, zephyrs, and guipures. 

2\. Raw wool, cotton and jute. 

2. Perfumery. 

3. Optical and other imstruments of precision, thermo- 

meters, etc. 

Pins, needles, automatic buttons, clips, eR. 

25. Mechanical loys. 

26. Stationery. 

See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. 

Nore.—United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters o! 

the above-mentioned goods, desirous of appointing agents in 

ltaly, and interested in the foregoing enguirics, should 

address the Secretary, British Chamber of Commerce, Milan. | 

x * * * %: 
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COLD STORAGE PLANT, ETC.—By Decree 1.747 ot 
21st November, 1918, published in the ‘“‘Gazetta Uificiale”’ 
of the 2nd December, provision is made fer granting con- 
cessions for erecting cold storage warehouses in ten towns in 
Italy (Alessandria, Leghorn, Naples, Bari, Rome, Rimini. 
Palermo, Catamia, Golfo Aranci, and Trieste). 

The work relating thereto is declared to be of public 
utility. These installations are exempted from the payment 
of land and income tax for a period of ten years from the 
date of opening. 

Firms which intend to undertake the erection of the 
plants and carrying on ot the business must send in their 
estimates with plans and particulars, not later than by the 
Slst January, 1919, to the Commission, which wili be 
appointed at the Ministry of Food. 

These estimates will be examined by the Commission and 
be referred by them within 15 days of receipt of the pre- 
scribed deposit to the Ministry with recommendations. 

The Ministry chooses the approved proposals, accepts the 
applications, determines the period for the completion ot 
the plant, arranges for the payment of guarantee, and 
declares the work of public utility. 

The text of this Decree can be consulted at the Enquiry 
Office of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence). 





NETHERLANDS. 

STEEL CASTINGS.— A Netherlands firm, dealing in 
enginecring appliances, wishes to undertake the representa- 
tion, in the Netherlands, of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of heavy steel castings for machines and shipbuilding, includ- 
ing tooth wheels, stern-hars, stern-frames, propellers, ete. 
(Reference No. 446.) 

H.M. Commercial Attaché at The Hague reports the 
receipt of the following enquiries :— 

TYRES, CYCLES, ETC.—A Netherlands firm desires to 
place orders in the United Kingdom for tyres and kindred 
rubber articles; cycles and cycle accessories. (Reference 
No. 447.5 

THERMOMETERS, ETC.—A Netherlands firm desires to 
get into touch with United Wingdom manufacturers of 
therinometers, ete., with a view to placing orders. (Reference 
No. 443.) 

See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above.!| 

SWEDEN, 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm of importers 
and exporters at Gothenburg, claiming to have first-rate con- 
nections throughout Sweden, desire to act as agents for the 
sale of all classes of British products, manufactured and un- 
manufactured 

‘Reference No. 449. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. | 

> — —————— 


Shipping and Transport. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


PROPOSED NEW WHARE AT AUCKLAND. 

A proposal to construct a new wharf at the end of the 
reeman’s Bay reclamation, near Auckland, has been placed 
before the Auckland Harbour Board. The cost of the land- 
ing is estimated trom £40,000 to £50,000, 

This scheme, it is stated, will have the effect of decreasing 
ihe heavy cartage traffic which passes through the city to 
the docks at present. 

The harbourmaster siates that such a wharf has’ been 
advocated by him in his annual reports to the Board tor the 
last tour years. He considers that it is urgently necded, 
especialiv in view of the large increase in the oil trade. 

A whart 650 feet by 60 feet would provide accomniodation 
tor iwo colliers or an ordinary-sized tramp steamer and a 
siitling vessel. It would be necessary for a channel to be 
dredged to the east of the tide deflector, with a width ef 
700 feet at the outer end, to COO teet abreast of the whart, 
and to the north wall, with a minimum depth of 25 eet. 








ARGENTINA. 
NEW COASTING TRADE LAW. 


The *Boletin Oficial” ( Buenos Aires) ol loth October 
publishes a Law (No. 10.606) regulating the coasting trade 
of Argentina. Under the terms of this Law, which replaces 
Law No. 7,049 of L910, coasting trade can oniy be carried on 
by vessels registered under the Argentine flag. Foreign 
vessels found carrying on cexsting trade will be lable to a 
ine ot trom 4 to 12 Pesos paper per registered Lon. 

The Law also authorises the Mxecutive power to grant 
bounties, within the sums annually fixed in the Budget, to 
naval construction establishments and to Argentine naviga- 
tion companics organising regular and rapid overseas 
transport services or coastal services in the Republic. 

With a view to giving greater facilities to river commerce 
hetween Argentine coast ports and ether ports in the neigh- 
houring countries, the Executive Power is authorised to 
accord, on a basis of strict reciprocity, privileges in con- 
nection with the loading and unloading of vessels occupied 
exclusively in the coasting trade. These privileges include 
exemption from entrance, light, and health dues, ete. 

very effort will be made to secure harmony between the 
working of the coasting trade services and the railway 
system, with a view to avoiding the establishment of dis- 
propertionate tariffs. 

The tull text of the Law (in Spanish), together with an 
KMnglish translation, may be consulted by firms interested at 
the Enquiry Koom ot the Department of Overseas Trade. 








NEW SWEDISH-ITALIAN STEAMSHIP 
SERVICE. 

The *Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,”” Rome, an- 
nounces that the Svenska Lloyd has started a direct service 
hetween Sweden and Italy. The first sailing was on 5th 
December, and two further sailings were fixed for the middle 
and end ot December. 





JAPAN. 


SHIPBUILDING SUBSIDIES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Attache.) 


YOKOHAMA 





The Japanese press of recent date contains the following 


article regarding Shipbuilding Subsidies in Japan :— 


“The Law for Shipbuilding Subsidies was suspended from 
ds0th September. During the six months from Ist April to 
date of suspension the number of vessels built under the 
provisions of the Law is estimated by the Departiient of 
Communications at 45 of a total tennage of 209,000 tons, 
and the tetal subsidies at ven 4,680,000. 

“As, however, no subsidy is granted in respect of vessels 
which after completion are delivered to foreign countries, 
the 12 vessels to be delivered to the United States under the 
first agreement for the exchange of stcel and ships. and the 
three or four vessels previously ordered for Great Britain 
and France must be deducted, and the actual number of 
vessels in respect of which subsidies are payable is 29 ot 
about 116.000 tons. 

“jixact figures as to the amount of subsidies paid or to be 
paid in regard to the above vessels are not yet obtainable, 
as some of the ships are still under inspection, but it is 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT —continued. 





estimated that the amount will be in the neighbourhood ot 
yen 2.500,000. There will therefore be a surplus of some 
ven 2,000,000 remaining out of the amount of Shipbuilding 


’ 


Subsidies included in the Estimates for the previous term.’ 


PERU. 


RAILWAY ENTENSION. 

The Peruvian Congress has passed a law authorising the 
construction of a railroad from Paita to the Maranon River, 
with a branch to Ferrenate and another to Hualgayoc. 

The Government guarantees to the capital invested 
a subsidy of 7 per cent. per annum for 3) vears, fixing as a 
maximuni on which this subsidy is to be paid the amount ot 
£6 GOO 000 sterling. This subsidy shall be obtained from the 
duties and taxes which the grantees must pay as follows :— 





(a) Import and export duties on articles consumed either 
directly or indirectly by the concessionaire in the 
mines or mountain lands, which have’ been 
granted to him for exploitation. 

(b) Taxes on the profits and revenues which are obtained 
from the exploitation of the railroads and other 
associated enterprises, as well as the direct 
exploitation of mines and mountain grants. 

(c) Revenue stamps and registry fees on the contracts 
inade. 

(d} ‘Faxes on the mines which are conceded by the law. 

fi in any one year these duties and = imposts do 
not amount to the interest agreed upon, the State shall not 
be responsible for the difference; but, on the other hand, if 
the taxes should exceed the interest, the grantee must pay 
the excess. 

The subsidy mentioned above shall be paid paid until the 
line is (intshed, only in the proportion corresponding to the 
number of kilometres opened to public traffic. 

The guarantee for the carrving out of this contract 
or bid tor the construction cf this work shall be the sum of 
£10,000 in cash or its equivalent in bonds of the interna! 
loan, which will be refunded as soon as 100 kilometres (62 
miles) of the railway have been completed. 

This railway shall enjoy all the benefits and con- 
cessions conterred by existing laws on railways and by the 
law ot.7th March, 1889. on docks. 


—_— 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 








SHIPPING CONDITIONS IN SAN FRANCISCO. 

The Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco, through its 
Vice-Fresident, has asked the United States Shipping Board 
for immediate help to prevent commercial conditions on the 
Pacific Coast from becoming disastrous. 

The critical shipping conditions on the Pacific Coast are 
pointed out in the message :— 

1. Many ships have lately been removed, five by Dutch 

lines and a number of others by the Shipping Board Com- 
inittee, so that there is not enough tonnage for the weekly 
arrival of cargo for the Orient, not to mention the S0,CO0 
tons already waiting to be shipped. 
_ 2. The drastic import restrictions of the War Trade Board 
have practically eliminated imports, thereby causing lack 
of Ivastbound tonnage from the Orient to such an extent 
that ships have been withdrawn, and eastbound rates have 
fallen as low as 7 dols. a ton. This has caused westbound 
rates to advance 50 per cent., with no space available until 
spring. 

3. The average weekly arrival in San Francisco of freight 
by rail and for shipment is 20.000 tons, and 80,000 tons are 
awaiting shipment in cars and warehouses. With advance 
In rates, ships are giving preference to later bookings at 
the higher rates which results in delay to cargo booked at 
lower rates, expiration cf export licences, and letters o 
credit, and necessitates many exporters and banks to carry 
unreasonably heavy financial burdens. | 
— The commerce of Latin America also. the message states, 
Israpidly turned over to competing nations, and unless im- 
mediate relief is supplied, not only the prospective com- 
merce, but even that enjoved before hostilities will be 
lost hoyond regaining. 

A reply trom the United States Shipping Board states that 
the Board is fully cognizant of the seriousness of the local 
situation contronting shippers, and that San Francisco's 
appeal for early assistance to prevent the situation from 
becoming still more acute will be given careful consideration. 


——————— 





—ae- 





THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 








Minerals and Sletals. 
NIGERIA, 


REGULATION GOVERNING MINING TITLES. 
In the Trade Index for Nigeria, 1918, the following sun- 
mary is given of the forms of tithe under which land may 
be held tor Mining purposes in Nigeria. 
Excicusive PROSPECTING LICENCES. 








Titles under these must be rectangular in shape with a 
minimum width of not less than one-third ot the length; 
their size must not be less than one square mile nor more 
than sixteen. They entitle the holder to the exclusive right 
to prospect within them tor a period of one year, renewable 
up to three years, and, in special cases, to four years in the 
case of alluvial prospecting, or to six years in the case of 
lode prospecting. ‘The yearly rent is £5 per square mile, 
and the usual guarantee of working capital required by 
Government is £200 per square mile. 

Minine Ricuts. 

These may be granted for any length of stream np to one 
mile. They entitle the holder to mine the stream bed and 
within 400 vards of the centre of the stream on either bank. 
They are granted only where it can be shown that the 
eround is unsuitable tor a Mining lease. The yearly rent 
is £1 for every hundred yards of stream. The guarantee 
required is £100 per right, but after the grant this may be 
reduced to only £50, even when many rights are being held. 
They are granted for one year, but are renewable. 

MINING Leases. 

Five different forms cf leases are provided for in the 
Regulations, but as yet the Authorities have to deal only 
with Class B leases, or those tor alluvial mining. ‘These 
ieases must be not less than five acres or more than cight 
hundred. In shape they may be either rectangular, in 
which case the width must not be less than a third ot the 
length, or they may be polygons of not less than four sides 
x” more than ten. The yearly rent of these leases 1s 9s. 
an acre, and the usual working guarantee required by 
Gevernment is £10 an acre. These leases may be granted 
for any period up to 21 years, and they are renewable. 

GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

To acquire any of the above titles it is first necessary to 
obtain a prospecting Right. This Right lasts for one year 
and the fee chargeable tor it is £5. An applicant for such 
Right must place on deposit with the Government a sum 
of £50. 

In lieu of this deposit the Company applying for a 
Prospecting Right for an employee may give a_ written 
undertaking to 1epatriate the holder of the prospecting 
Right, and to repay Government any expenses in maintain- 
ing or transporting him in Nigeria. 

Before making an application for a mining area, the 
holder of the prospecting Right should himself examine the 
potentialities of the area, and place in position his location 
direction and corner heacons in the case of Executive 
Prospecting Licences and Mining Leases, or upper and lower 
beacons in the case of Mining Rights. Application is then 
lodged with the Resident of the province in the prescribed 
form in quadruplicate, and survey fees, ete., are deposited 
with it. This procedure is shortly to be altered in the case 
of Bauchi Province, where applications are to be lodged with 
the Inspector of Mines. 

In the case of both Mining Leases and Mining Rights, 
permission can be obtained to commence work pending the 
grant of the title, and in the case of the Executive Prospect- 
inz Licence prospecting can, of course, be carried on on the 
area under application by the holder of the Prospecting 
tight. 





JAPAN. 
THE STEEL INDUSTRIES DURING THE WAR. 


The demand for steel in Japan has increased greatly since 
the outbreak of the.war. The following table published in 
the **‘Yokohama Chamber of Commerce Journal,’’ shows the 
extent of the increase. 

(iigures are in thousands of metric tons.) 





Balance 
Produced Japanese 
in Imported Exported = con- 

Year Japan. — steel. Total. steel. sumption. 
a 3] 192 223 5 218 
a Oe 39 231 271 4 266 
1904..... —— 252 313 3 310 
ae vl 318 449 ‘ 445 
a 69 348 417 4 412 
__.., 9) 464 Do4 17 O37 


ee OQ 439 539 11 527 
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MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





(Figures are in thousands of metric tons.) 


Balance 
Produced Japanese 
in imported Kxported — con- 
Year Japan. steel. Total. steel. sumption. 
1909......... 102 280 383 15 368 
ae 167 366 533 17 516 
| .. Il 488 GSO 25 bo4 
ee 219 640 S60 37 823 
_ Se 254 543 798 33 765 
| re 282 408 690 29 661 
| ee 335 243 578 25 508 
1916. ....... 384 454 835 19 819 
__. > Sanne 529 675 1,205 22 1.182 


GRow?tH OF JAPANESE PRODUCTION. 

The demand during 1917 was adequately met with imports 
as well as with the domestic products. Before the war, the 
demand was satisfied with imports for the most part. For 
1902 the consumption was 218,000 tons, of which the 
Japanese products accounted for only 31,000 tons, or 15 per 
eent. Later, the Government Iron Works began producing 
steel, and the domestic output reached a respectable amount 
in 1910. Still the figure for 1911 was only 191,000 tons, 
representing only 30 per cent. of the whole demand for the 
year. The proportion was increased to 33 per cent. for 19138, 
or just before the war. For 1914 the figure grew to 282,000 
tons as an outcome of official and private endeavours. 

When the war broke out the domestic yield had grown 
sulficiently to justity the hope that it would meet the whole 
home demand at no distant date. 

As foreign supplics did not increase, the demand had to 
be satisfied by the home product. This gave a great impetus 
to Japan’s steel industry. Ilimports of steel in 1913 were 
343,000 tons, but they feil off to 408,000 toms in 1914. In 
1915 they had turther decreased to 243,000 tons. This was 
undoubtedly due to a diminution of the supplies from 
tngland, Germany and Belgium. 

AMERICAN SUPPLIES. 

lor 1916 the figure rose to 454,000 tons, as the American 
supply had increased; and for 1917 it reached 675,000 tons. 

Aincrica began supplying Japan with steel only upon the 
stoppage of the English and German supplies. In 1914 
American imports were 68,000 tons. They rose to 133,000 
tons in 1915, to 291,000 tons for 1916, and to €80,000 tons 
for 1917. Later the American supply fell off as a result of 
the United States prohibition of exports. 

PRICES. 

The price of stecl, of course, under these conditions had 
advanced remarkably. Cast steel, for instance, is now 
quoted at 1,200 yen per ton, as against 200 or 2206 yen 
before the war, aud wrought steel has risen from 150 or 200 
yen to 850 yen in the same interval. Naturally the steel 
works have done very weil of late; they having realised 
exceptionally good profits. 

PROFITS OF COMPANIES. 

The Japan Steel Tube Works, for instance, has been 
making profits of 120 per cent. and has paid a 50 per cent. 
dividend. All other works have earned profits ot 50 or 60 
per cent. Encouraged by this, they have all extended or 
are extending their actisities greatly, and the most 
ambitious of these extension plans are those of the Japan 
Steel Tube Works, the Nitto Steel Works, and the Oshima 
Steel Works, the Kobe Steel Works, and the Tokai Steel 
Veorks. | 

HiGu-SPeeD AND CARBON STEEL. 

It is of some interest to note the production of high-speed 
steel and carbon steel in Japan. Before the war the outpui 
of this particular kind of steel in the country was very 
insignificant, and it was obtained chiefiy from England and 
Germany. The war caused the cessation of the foreign 
supply, while the Japanese demand increased on account 
ot large demands for arms and munitions. 

Several companies are producing high-speed and carbon 
steel, but, according to the ‘‘Yokohaina Chamber ot Com- 
merce Journal,” there scems to be still something to be 
desired on the technical side. Sometimes very fine qualities 
are produced, but generally speaking, the products are not 
yet up to the uniform high standard required. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
INCREASED OUTPUT OF MANGANESE ORE. 


Reports recently received by the United States Geological 
Survey, Department of the Interior, from operators of 
deposits of manganese and manganiferous iron ore, show 
that domestic mines now supply nearly one-third of the high- 
yrade manganese ore needed in the United States—a great 
increase over the production of 1917, when the domestic 
mines supplied only one-sixth of the high-grade ore needed. 





JANUARY 2, 1919 








MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





During the first six months of 1918 the shipments of ore 
containing more than 35 per cent. of manganese were 136,554 
tons, and ore of this grade was in October being shipped at 
the rate of about 28,000 tons a month, or 336,000 tons a year. 
It is estimated that the total shipments of ore of this grade 
in 1915 was about 324,000 tons. 

During the first six months of 1918 the shipments of ore 
containing 10 to 35 per cent. of manganese were 314,137 
tons, and it is estimated that 832,868 tons of like grades will 
be shipped during the year. 


— 


The Central European 
Powers. 
GERMANY. 











FINANCE. 
CASSEL BANKS CHANGE FOREIGN NOTES. 

The Cassel Banks have resolved to change toreign notes 
in possession of German soldiers, although no rates for these 
notes are officially quoted. The banks will change amounts 
not exceeding 200 francs, roubles, kronen, or marks, at the 
following rates: Belgian notes, 80 per cent.; kronen notes, 
53 per cent.; Polish mark notes (issued by the pro-German 
Polish Loan-Banks), 100 per cent. ; old Russian rouble notes, 
113 per cent.; Russian Duma notes, 103 per cent.; rouble 
notes of the Loan-Banks Ost (i.c., of the Russian terri- 
tories lately occupied by German troops), 200 per cent. ; 
tumanian lei notes, 75 per cent. Higher amounts will ‘‘in 


the present circumstances’’ only be placed to the credit of ° 


the owners.—(Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung.) 
PERMISSION TO PUBLISH STOCK EXCHANGE 
QUOTATIONS. 

As trom 25th November the German authorities have 
allowed the publication of the officially fixed prices of shares 
quoted on German exchanges. It is pointed out that the 
permission does not apply to securities with fixed rates of 
interest (e.g., Government and other loans), nor to foreign 
securities, since tor the latter no official rate is fixed. 

[In its issue of 27th November the Frankfurter Zeitung 
published the first list of quotations under this order. 


AFTER-WAR TRADE. 

GROWTH OF FOREIGN TRADE ORGANISATIONS. 

In the German economic press, the difficulty connected 
with the re-establishment of German foreign trade after the 
war is often pointed out. On account of the great changes 
in internal economic strength and the relations of the various 
countries, an entirely new condition in world trade has 
arisen. Some countries are suffering from great debts; 
others have only increased in strength financially. Each 
couniry is endeavouring:as much as possible to be indepen- 
dent economically and = particularly in regard to their 
industrial relations abroad. In order to accomplish this, in 
each country there are being tormed new steel mills, 
facteries, shipyards, shipping companies, etc., which at the 
signing of peace will be able to threaten seriously any 
f;erman competition. Germany, having been cut off from 
world trade for the last four years, will be obliged to con- 
centrate all its strength so that it will be able to pick up its 
old commercial relations and establish new ones. 

Even before the war measures of this kind were taken in 
Gerivany, and there was organised a whole series of concerns 
with the object of increasing Germany’s foreign trade. 
During the war the number of these firms has greatly 
increased. 

PrivaTe Associations ror PromMoTING FCREIGN ‘TRaDE. 

The measures of the Germans to widen their foreign trade 
have been mainly by the formation of private concerns, of 
which may be mentioned the Deutsch-Weltwirtschaftliche 
Greselischaft, Verband des Deutschen Einfuhrhandels, and 
Handels-Vertrags-Verein. In addition, there are the 
Auslands-Museum in Stuttgart, Glaubigerschutz-Verband 
fiir Forderungen in Feindesland, and about 40 similar 
associations. 

There are even more associations whose fields are limited 
within certain geographical boundaries. For example, the 
Deutsch-Osterreich-Ungarische Wirtschaftverband and the 
Deutsch-Russische Verein are to increase commercial 
relations with those peoples. Many groups of those so-called 
‘‘two-government”’ associations have already united, as, for 
example, the Deutsch-Argentinische Zentraiverband and the 
Brasilianische Handelsverband have consolidated into the 
Verband fiir Sud und Mittel Amerika. This was done in 
order to cut out duplication of effort. 
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THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN POWERS—continued. 





jesides these there exist in Germany a whole series ol 
associations which are endeavouring to increase the intercsts 
of the German colonies. In addition to the Verein Deutsch 
Export-Fabrikanten and the Kxport-Verein iin Nonigreich 
Sechsen, there are about a dozen of these organisations. 
German Exnisitions Abproap—Suirping INroRMATION— 

CoMMERCIAL Papers. 

several branches of the German industries, in addition to 
ali that have taken other steps, as, for example, the 
Vercinigung fiir die Zollfragen der Papierverarbeitenden 
Industrie and Gesellschaft fiir Deutsche Kunst im Auslande 
—have arranged abroad exhibitions otf German goods to 
acquaint the toreign public with the results of German arts 
and to develop a large market for German goods. 

Only very lately have they begun to understand in 
Germany the importance of giving information, and only 
recently have the Germans formed such organisations as 
Transozeans Gesclischaft mit Beschriinkter Haftung and 
Seedicnst, whose object will be to compete with the English 
information gathered through Lloyds. These new German 
organisations intend to commence their activities atter peace 
has been signed. 

The Germans are also endeavouring to co-operate in the 
interest of increasing their foreign trade by publishing 
papers and journals. There are now in Germany about 60 
private papers and 10 official ones of this class, besides which 
many of the associations mentioned issue special bulletins 
for their own members and for the press. In this last field 
of endeavour the Germans have been particularly active. 

GOVERNMENT TRADE ACTIVITIES. 

Besides all these activities, which may be considered as 
founded on private initiative, various Government organs are 
working for the increase of German foreign trade. 

In a line with the boards of trade as semi-oflicial organs, 
there exist in addition Die Stindige Ausstellungskommission 
tiir die Deutsche Industrie and Zentralauskunftsstelle. The 
Germans expect a great deal from this last company, which 
in their opinion can greatly assist Germans returning from 
eneny-alien countries, particularly in organising and regulat- 
ing the stream of German farmer emigrants from Kussia. 

PromMotinG ‘“‘GzRMAN SpIrRIT’ ABROAD—EHpUCATIONAL 

ASSOCIATIONS. 

It is pointed out that one of the most important results 
to be obtained is the increase of the German spirit among 
German subjects residing abroad, since this is a great 
advantage, even in increasing German toreign trade. Tor 
this there exists, besides the Verein Deutscher Staatange- 
horiges im Auslande, the Verein tiir das Deutschtum im 
Auslande. These organisations, in the opinion of many 
Germans, should be united into one national association. 
Several of these associations have already consolidated with 
different objects, as the Vereinigung zur Krrichtung 
Deutscher Technischer Schulen, in China, the Buchhindler- 
Komiaittee zur Verbreitung Deutscher Lehrmiitel, in China, 
and many others. These associations total about 30. 

further, for the trade and industry of Germany, its 
associations of an educational character are considered of 
great importance. These have in view the study of foreign 
lands) Among them may be mentioned the Gesellschaft zur 
Studium Russlands. In connection with this it is important 
to point out the Zentral Verein tiir Handels-Geographie and 
the Korderung Deutscher Interessen im Auslande, the 
Koppel-Stif zur Forderung der Geistigen Beziehungen 
Deutschlands zum Auslande, and about 40 analogous associa- 
tions, some of which have been founded by Germans abroad. 

On a par with these educational associations there exists 
also a whole series of institutes, such as the Deutsch-Siid- 
amerikanische Institut, that have for their object the 
systematic spread of “German Kultur’? abroad. In_par- 
ticular the Institut fiir Seeverkehr und Weltwirtschaft, 
founded by Prof. Harms in Kiel, must be borne in mind, 
since in the very short period of its existence it has suc- 
ceeded in attaining widespread activity. 

NEED oF CENTRAL ORGANISATION. 

Meanwhile it is frequently stated that many of these 
measures lose strength, owing to the lack of a centralised 
system. In this connection the Germans point out the 
difficult position of their country, owing to its almost com- 
plete severance from world trade. In the years during 
which Germans have been unable to supply foreign markets, 
these markets have established their own industries; and 
the German dye industry, shipping industry, etc., will be 
compelled after the war to meet very sharp competition. 
ft is further added that owing to the great losses in 
Germany of both men and material the growth of its trade 
and commerce after the war will be much retarded. On this 
account it is pointed out that in the efforts to increase 
German foreign trade duplication and dissipation of strength 
cannot be permitted, and it should therefore be the aim to 
form the most centralised and systematised organisation for 
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this object. In the opinion of many Germans, first of all it 
would be better to consolidate into one association all the so- 
called ‘‘Handelsverbinde’’; that is, those associations that 
have in view independently the object of increasing German 
foreign trade. 

PURPOSES OF SUGGESTED ‘‘ AUSLANDAMT.”* 

As regards the widespread field of activity of this sug- 
gested association, covering all foreign (except political) 
questions, it is believed that it can be concentrated into one 
broadly-nained association, such as ‘‘Auslandamt,’’ which 
should attempt to accomplish the following : — 

1. Conipilation of the laws and instructions regarding 
commerce, industry, mining, shipping, taxes, duties, patents, 
samples, trade-marks, ete. 

2. Compilation of commercial treaties. 

3. Compilation of foreign, official, and other commercial 
statements of accounts. 

4. Compilation of statistical material of trade and 
commerce. 

5. Issuing of information regarding duties and tariffs. 

6. Issuing of information regarding means of communi- 
cation and rates. 

7. Sending out of commercial experts. 

8. Conducting of a registrar of purchases and sales and 
of a list of foreign attorneys. 

9. Foundation of a bibliography of economic archives. 

1, Publication of papers, both educational and others. 

i]. Formation of information bureaus and_ technical 
institutes for conducting commercial business. 

12. Kstablishment of a warehouse for samples and the 
organisation of exhibits. 

In addition, the proposed association would establish 
abroad schools, German associations, foreign study associa- 
tions, and educational institutes; establish connections with 
various foreign associations; and maintain a card index of 
the Germans living abroad.—(The American Trade «‘om- 
missioner at Stockholm.) 





AUSTRIA. 





SUBSTITUTES. 
SUPPLY OF SUBSTITUTE FODDERS. 


An article in the Zezt on the food supply of German 
Austria urges that a return should be made to pre-war 
principies in some respects as quickly as possible, and 
especially contends that the present exhaustive seizure of 
corn for the food supply involves an ultimate loss of animal 
foodstutfs tar outweighing the immediate gain in vegetable 
foodstuffs. A rapid and extensive increase of cattle stocks 
is urgently required in the interests of the food supply. The 
writer goes on to point out that the substitute fodders 
invented during the war will render valuable aid in this 
increase of cattle stocks. The general public has .no 
conception whatever of what has been done in 


this sphere. To take only one example,  spetches 
are now mostly used for fodder production. Three 


completely new factories of large productive capacity have 
recently been erected for the production of fodder from 
spetches; they work up about 20,000 metric ewt. per month. 
The yield of fat obtained from spetches has been increased 
by the process now customary to 3 per cent. Great progress 
has been made also in the utilisation of animal careases. A 
special process (the Heiss-Niessen process) has been tested 
and proved satisfactory in the experimental factory at 
Wiener Neustadt, and mere than twenty factories are now 
fully at work exploiting this process at Linz, Innsbriick, 
Salzburg, Reichenberg, ete. More than 100 communes have 
begun negotiations with a view to the.purchase of apparatus 
for this process. They will be allowed to pay part of the 
purchase price in the form of the fat meal so produced. In 
this connection reference may be made also to the success 
attained in the disintegration of straw, the production cf 
molasses fodder and mixed fodder, the utilisation of horse- 
chestnuts, acorns, and other vegetable fodders, and the pro- 
duction of straw substitutes and compressed fodder. It is not 
to be disputed that the costs of production of the various sub- 
stitute fodders are still very high; but these costs will under- 
go a reduction with the further improvement of the processes 
employed. Moreover, native production must be regarded 
for some time to come as greatly preferable to imports from 
foreign countries (including the other States formerly 
included in the Dual Monarchy), even if such imports 
should be obtainable at a lower price. The increase of 
native agricultural production, being wholly dependent upon 
the exertions of the German-Austrian people, will meet with 
far less difficulty in the period immediately following the 
war than an artificial stimulation of export, which is 
ultimately the indispensable condition of any import of 
foodstuffs. y 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 


IMPORTATION OF TIN PLATES PROHIBITED. 

Under a Proclamation dated 25th September, 1915, the 
impcriation is prohibited into the Commonweaith ot 
Australia of tin plates, unless the consent in writing of the 
Minister for Trade and Customs has first been obtained. 

The Proclamation dated 6th December, 1916, prohibiting 
the importation of tin plates other than those manufactured 
in the United Kingdom or in the British Possessions, 1s 
revoked. 








T 
CANADA. 
CERTAIN EXPORT PROHIBITIONS 
CANCELLED. 

It is stated in Memorandum No. 2,2088, dated 29th 
November, which has been issued by the Canadian Depart- 
ment of Customs, that by an Order in Council of the 28th 
November, 1918, the Orders in Council of the 26th January, 
1918, and the llth April, 1918, prohibiting the transporta- 
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practically complete list of the commodities the export of 
which was being restricted, to a limited extent, tor *‘con- 
servation”? reasons, on 2lst December: Linen giil nets and 
threads, wood pulp, arms and ammunition, certain foods, 
lilms, gold manutactures, cinchona bark and derivatives, 
red clover seeds, coal. | 


SHIPMENTS IN TRANSTE FROM CANADA OR 

TO CANADA THROUGH THE UNITED STATES. 

The War Trade Board of the United States announce 
(Ruling Ne. 349, dated 2rd December) that ihev have 
arranged with the War Trade Board of the Deminion of 
Canada to co-ordinate their respective policies of export and 
import control. The toliowing regulations have, theretore, 
been adopted for the purpose of simplifying the procedure 
lor the licensing of goods in transit from Canada or to 
Canada through the United States .— 

The War Trade Board have issued a special Import 
Licence, No. PBI-25, authorising the importation into the 
United States, without individual import licence, of ship- 
ments of all commodities originating in or destined to 
Canada when the same are conveyed in transit through the 
territory, or via any port, ot the United States. The War 
Trade Board have also issued a special Export Licence, No. 
RAC-56, authorising the exportation, without individual 





tion of Silver Spruce and the exportation and transportation 
of Douglas Fir, respectively, are cancelled. 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN AND INTEREST. 
The “Seuth African Government Gazette” of Lith October 

contains copy of a Government Notice (No. 1,459), dated 
26th September, 1918, stating that all shipments ot wood 
pulp, mechanically made, from and aiter Ist October, 1913, 
bor import into the Union of South Atrica trom the following 
countries, viz., Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, 
Switzerland, and Finland, must be accompanied by a cer- 
tificate of origin and interest in the form set forth in the 
first Schedule to Proclamation No. 158 of 2Uth September, 
1916, as amended in the case of shipments from Sweden by 
Proclamation No. 207 of 16th November, 1916. 


—_—_— —-—- 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
CUSTOMS VALUATION OF ENPORTS. 


A notice issued by the British Guiana Comptroller of 
Customs in the ‘‘Official Gazette’? of 26th October, notifies 
exporters that the value of all produce exported from British 
Guiana, and lable to the colonisation duty levied under the 
authority of Section 19 of the Customs Duties Ordinance 
No. 23, of 1917, shall be the value of the produce as it hes 
in the port of shipment, 7.¢., f.o.b. value. 

{xporiers should note that the ‘‘value f.0.0."° which is 
required should in no case be the current market value at 
the time of exportation, but 

(a) In the case of producers who export their own 
produce, either personally or by their attorneys, 
no previous sale taking place, the price paid by 
the foreign purchaser f.o.b.; or ii the sale is 
“ea.t.’ the price paid less the freight, ete. 

(b) In all other cases the price paid f.0.b. by the exporter 
to the producer, or middleman, from whom the 
produce is purchased. 








FOREIGN. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


EXPORTS TO THE BRITISH EMPIRE— 
GENERAL EXPORT LICENCE. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Otfive, of telegraphic information trom H.M. Embassay at 
Washington to the effect that, in virtue of a new Ruling of 
the War Trade Board, the export from the United States to 
all parts of the British Empire of commodities not included 
in the ‘Conservation List’? (as revised) will be permitted 
under general licence. It will, therefore, be unnecessary for 
exporters of non-conserved goods to apply to the War Trade 
Board for individual export licences in respect of consign- 
ments to be shipped to the above-mentioned destination. 

Information has been received through the United States 
Embassy in London to the effect that the following is a 








licence, of such shipments. 


SHIPMENTS FROM CANADA THROUGH THE UNITED STates. 


Any person desiring to export commodities from Canada to 
any foreign country through the United States will obtain 


an export licence trom the Canadian War Trade Board. 
Im making a shipment he will present with this licence to 
the Canadian Collector of Customs an extra copy of the 
Canadian export declaration. On this extra copy of the 
Canadian export declaration the shipper must sign and 
swear before the Canadian Collector to the following state- 
ment ;— 


I, the undersigned, solemnly and truly declare that 
the exportation of the shipment described bercin is 
authorised by Canadian export licence number....... ] 
further declare that none of the merchandise herein 
described is shipped or to be delivered in violation of 
any of the provisions of the United States ‘Trading with 
the Enemy” Act, approved 6th October, 1917; that 
sie cepsengeebenswessencinnnal Tes 2 
consignee of the said merchandise, and T further declare 
that if the shipment is made to a bank, or other broker, 
factor, oF ment, that..................066s. REE Rena ae eae 
is the actual consignee on whose account the shipment 
is made. 


(Nronatiure) 


Swern and subscribed to before me en................. . a 


SSSSSCSPSSHSCSSESSOSOC ASH SHPSESH SSSERDSOESCECCOSSHSHOSDSAOC CCDC HC ECC CEO OOOO 


Canadian Collector of Customs. 


After administering the above oath the Canadian Collector 
olf Customs will allow the extra copy of the Canadian export 
declaration to be forwarded with the shipment to the United 
States Collector of Customs at the port of enLiry into the 
United States, who will endorse thereon the date and name 
of the port of entry. 

The United States Collector of Customs at the port of 
entry will then permit the shipment to go through to the 
port of exit from the United States in bond under Special 
Import Licence No. PBE-25 without further authority. The 
Collector will no longer require an additional copy of the 
Customs Carrier’s Manifest (Form 7,512), such as has here- 
tofore been required for shipments moving in transit from 
Canada through the United States. The extra copy of the 
Canadian export declaration must, however, accompany the 
shipment and be surrendered to the Collector of Custois at 
the port of exit, who will accept the same as his authority 
to allow the shipment to be exported under Special Export 
Licence No. RAC-56. 

Tn the case of shipments hy vessel the extra COPY ot the 
Canadian export declaration must move forward with the 
shipment to the United States Collector of Customs at the 
first port in the United States at which the vessel may stop 
or at the port of transhipment in the United States. The 
Collector will accept the extra copy of the Canadian export 
declaration as his authority to allow the shipment to be 
unported under Special Import Licence No. PBI-25 and 
exported under Special Export Licence No. RAC-56. 
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The Collector of Customs at the port of exit will in each 
case note on the extra copy of the Canadian export declara- 
tion the name of the port and the date of exportation and 
forward the same immediately to the War Trade Board. 
Washington, D.C. 


SHIPMENTS TO CANADA THROUGH THE UNITED STATES. 





Any person desiring to import a commodity from any 
foreign country through the United States into Canada will 
obtain the Regular Canadian Licence tor the importation of 
such commodity, and will forward the number of such import 
licence to the shipper in the country of origin. This import 
licence number will be noted on the bill of lading and on the 
ship's manifest. Upon arrival at the port of entry into the 
United States, the original, duplicate, or triplicate of the 
pill of lading, showing the number of the Canadian import 
jiccnce, must be presented to the Collector of Customs. 

In the case of rail shipments an extra copy of the Customs 
Carrier’s Manifest (Form 7,512) must be presented to the 
Collector of Customs, who will note thereon the date, the 
port of entry, and the number of the Canadian import 
licence shown on the bill oi lading. The Cellector ot Customs 
will then allow the shipment to be entered through the 
United States Customs in bond under Special Import Licence 
No. PBE-25. The extra copy of the Form 7,012 must be 
delivered by the Carrier to the Collector of Customs at tie 
point of exit from the United States, who will allow the ship- 
nent to be exported into Canada under Special Export 
Licence No. RAC-56 without further authority. 

In the case of shipments by vessel, when Form 7,512 is 
not used, the Collector of Customs at the port ot tranship- 
ment will require an extra copy of the sbip’s manifest or a 
portion thereof, on which must be clearly shown the number 
of the Canadian import licence for each shipment to Canada. 
The Collector will then allow the shipment to be imported 
under Special Import Licence No. PBF-25 and exported 
under Special Export Licence No. RAC-56. 

The copy of Form 7,512 or the copy of the ship’s manifest, 
which is filed at the port of exit, will be forwarded im- 
mediately by the Collector to the War Trade Board, 
Washington, D.C. 


EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF VALIDITY OF 
IMPORT LICENCES. 

The War Trade Board of the United States announce that 
all import licences which have been issued, or of which 
extensions have been issued, on or after 25th August, 1918, 
or which may in future be issued or extended, will be valid 
indefinitely unless revoked, provided it is not otherwise 
expressly stated in the licence. Consuls have accordingly 
been authorised to certify invoices under licence numbers 
cabled to them until the amount of the licence is exhausted, 
irrespective of the date of shipment. (Ruling No. 345, dated 
the Zsth November.) 


RESTRICTION ON IMPORT OF CALCINED 
SPATHIC IRON ORE REMOVED. 

‘the War ‘Trade Board announce that the restriction 
previously placed upon the importation of ocean shipments of 
iron ore, limiting importations to shipments from Cuba and 
to shipments as ballast from Sweden or Spain, has been 
modified to permit tle issuance of licences for the importa- 
tion of calcined spathic iron ore originating in and coming 
from England, when shipped as back-haul cargo. (Ruling 
No. 359, dated 7th December.) 


y 
co 


IMPORT RESTRICTION ON SPICED ANID 
PICKLED SPRATS MODIFIED. 

The War Trade Board announce that ‘‘List of Restricted 
Imports No. 2,” Item 106, has been amended to permit the 
importation of spiced and pickled sprats originating in and 
coming from the United Kingdom, France, or Italy. (Ruling 
No. 361, dated 4th December.) 





_—~ 


AMENDMENT OF GENERAL IMPORT LICENCE 
ae fe oy i 

A Ruling of the War Trade Board (No. 362), dated 9th 
December, states that General Import Licence “P.B.F. 
No. 27’? has been amended by the addition of the words 
‘salvarsan, neosalvarsan, arsphenamine, and all equivalents 
or substitutes therefor or imitations thereof,’’ to the list of 
commodities excepted therefrom. | 

Note.-—As to Import Licence “P.B.F. No. 27," see the 
notice at page 756 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ for the 
12th December. } 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 


RELAXATION OF EXPORT AND IMPORT 
PROHIBITIONS. | 

The Board of Trade announce that the following relaxa- 
tion of the existing prohibitions of export and import will 
be brought into force as from to-day. Further relaxations 
will be announced in subsequent issues of the ‘Journal.’ 

A. ENPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The following is a list of the articles affected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibitions applicable 
tc each. In explanation ot the changes it should be noted 
that goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations, 
and goods on List B to all destinations outside the British 
Empire, while goods on List C are prohibited only te 
countries neighbouring encmy countries. * 

ft will of course be understood that the existing position 
regarding trading with enemy countries is in no way affected 
by these modifications. 

Note.—Attention is called to the fact that by the 
Proclamation ot the lsi October, 1918, all goods, whether 
inentioned by hame or not (except printed matter and 
accoinpanied personal eifects, are prohibited on List C. 











HEADINGS TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST TO 


ANOTHER. 

_ HEADING. FROM TO 
Aluminium and alloys of aluminium .. ni 5B C 
Aluminium powder “2 os ‘i - B 5 
Antimony and alloys of antimony “a B C 


Antimony, sulphides and oxides of, and mix- 
tures containing sulphides and oxides of anti- 


monv ' B ( 
Badges, military B C 
Bladders oi = - sd of A C 
Boots and shoes, materials and tools used in the 

manutacture of, the following :— 

(Lasts, wooden, remain on List B.) 

Boot and shoe grindery, including clog nails A ( 

Cutters A ( 

Drivers a -_ ' os A (* 

Evelets .. - - 4 - - A C 

(;roovers A (' 

Hooks sy ca ha - -_ A C 
Burettes and their component parts... - A C 
Buttons, military, made of metal we - b C 
Capsicum, including oleo-resin of capsicum - A c 


Cartridges and charges of all kinds and _ theii 


component parts + dig i ‘a A ( 
Glue, osseine, and concentrated size (and other 
sizes and sizings made from glue), finings and 
other kinds of gelatine sal Looe di A C 
Handles and helves for grubbers, pickaxes, 
spades and shovels... - - - A C 
Handles for adzes, axes, forks (agricultural, 
stone, roadmaking and coke), hammers (hand), 
hees, hooks (brushing and reaping), rakes, 
roadscrapers and scythes ’ A C 
Hydrometers made of glass _ ‘a A C 
Iron hoops and strip... ae - - A C 
Mustard... “s ree ee - A C 
Nitrometers and their component parts A C 
Shipbuilding materials. the following :— “3 A B 
(‘I'he item “* Sectional Material for Shipbuilding © 
remains for the present on List A.) r 
Condenser tubes. 
Engines for use on board ships (including 
Diesel and other internal combustion en- 
gines for marine propulsion) and component 
parts of such engines. 
Tron and steel castings and forgings for hulls 
and machinery of ships 
Machinery for steam ships and component 
parts thereot 
Ships’ auxiliary machinery 
Ships’ telegraphs and component parts thereof. 
Steering gear and component parts thereof. 
Winches 
Windlasses. 
Ships’ rigging, fittings for the following :— _.... A c 


Belaying pins. 
Blocks, wood and iron, rigging 


— 
~ 


Bolts 
Chains, rigging 
Cleats 


* All Destinations in European and Asiatic Russia and in other 
Foreign Countries in Europe and on the Mediterranean, except France 
and French Possessions, Italy and Italian Possessions, Belgium. 
Portugal, Greece, Spain and Morocco, and to all Ports in any suc) 
Foreign Countries. 
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HEADINGS TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST TO 


ANOTHER. 
HEADING. FROM TO 
Deadeyes 
Eveplates 
Screws, rigging, set or stretching 
Shackles. 


Thimbles. 


Steel flyers A ( 
Steel hoops A ( 
Steel travellers A C 
Tar, vegetable A C 
Uranium, alloys of uranium n and uranium ores A ( 
Vanilla and vanilla pods .. A C 
Willows and osiers A C 
CHEMICALS. 

Aluminium nitrate A ( 
Cassia pods and pulp ' i. \ C 
*Phosphorus compounds not otherwise pro- 

hibited .. sa A C 


* Certain phosphorus ‘compounds are prohibited as manures. 
List A. 


HEADINGS ALTERED. 
DELETE. SUBSTITUTE. 

‘A) Boilers, including portable (A) Boilers (not including port- 
boilers and their component able boilers) and their com- 
parts, ponent parts. 

(C) Boilers, portable. 


(A) Flax and linen, all goods (A) Flax and linen, all goods 
wholly or partly manutac- wholly or partly manufac- 
tured of, except made-up tured of, except canvas hose 
articles of wearing apparel. and made-up articles of wear- 
ing apparel. 

(C) Flax canvas hose. 

(A) Fruit and fruit preserves, 
except olives. 

(C) Olives. 

(A) Cream of tartar. 

(C) Tartaric acid and alkaline 
tartrates not otherwise pro- 
hibited. 


A) Fruit and fruit preserves. 


‘A) Tartaric acid, cream of 
tartar and alkaline tartrates. 


Copper manufactures, the 

following :— 

(A) Wires and cables, manufac- 
tures of copper or its alloys, 
except armoured cable. 

(B) Armoured cable. 


Wires and cables, insulated, 
the following :— 
Enamelled copper wire. 
Lead-sheathed cable. 
Silk-eovered wire. 
Submarine cable. 

(B) Armoured cable other than 
Jead-sheathed. 

‘C) Wires and eables not other- 
wise prohibited. 

A) Wood and timber of all A) Wood and timber of all 
kinds, hewn, sawn, or split, kinds, hewn, sawn, or split, 
planed or dressed. planed or dressed, except 
lignum vite. 

() Lignum vite. 


B. IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


A General Licence has been issued to permit of the import 
of any quantity of the following articles. The licence will 
be valid until Ist March, 1919: 

Coffee. 
Tobacco, unmanufactured and manutactured (including 
cigars and cigarettes). 


GENERAL LICENCES .FOR ENPOKTS. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that an open general licence will be issued on the 9th 
January, 1319, permitting the exportation of the following 
goods to all destinations except foreign destinations in 
Kurope, etc., as defined in Section C of the prohibited list. 
On and aiter that date, theretore, there will be no necessity 
to apply for licences for the export of these goods to the 
<lestinations in question. 

Fuel economisers constructed cast-iron pipes, used 
as auxiliary heating apparatus in connection with 
land or marine steam boilers. 

Guttering, cast-iron, and cast-iron gutter fittings and 
connections. 

Pipes, cast-iron, and cast-iron pipe fittings and con- 
nections. 

Radiators manufactured of cast-iron pipes. 

Tinplates. 

Terneplates. 

Blatkplates. 

Huts, wooden. 
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Mixtures and preparations containing not more than 
10 per cent. aniline colour, not otherwise pro- 
hibited. 

Phenalgin. 

Boot polish. 

Strapping, leather, for breeches. 

Artists’ water colours. 

Floorcloth containing jute. 

Lead manufactures, the following :— 

Metallic packing containing lead, printing type, 
coffin turniture, carriage furniture, lead capsules, 
lead seals, lead toys, lead weights for dressiiaking. 

Zinc manufactures, the following :— 

Zine buttons and zinc stencils. 

Advertising signs made of iron or steel plates or sheets. 

Steel sheets, perforated. 

Adhesives containing not more than 25 per cent. starch, 
or other cereal substance. 

Mango chutney, tomato chutney, and tomato ketchup. 

Oilcloth, oi] baize, and imitation leather. 


—_——_ — 


EXPORT OF JUTE AND JUTE 
MANUFACTURES. 

The Director ot the War Trade Department refers to the 
Notice given by the Army Council cancelling the Jute 
(Kxport) Order, 1917, as from the 17th December, 1918, 
which appeared in the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ of the 
19th December, 1918 (page 797). 

In order to prevent any misunderstanding the Director 
desires to explain that the Order refers to restrictions upon 
manufacture for export only, and that the actual export of 
Jute and Jute Manufactures remains prohibited as indicated 
below, except under the authority of licences issued from the 
War Trade Department : — 

(B) Bags or sacks made wholly or partly of Jute other 
than such bags or sacks as constitute the cover- 
ings of goods to be shipped for exportation and 
are allowed by the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise to be shipped as such coverings. 





(B) Jute Cordage and Twine. 

(B) Jute Padding. 

(B) Jute Piece-goods made wholly or partly of. 

(A) Jute Rags. 

(A) Jute raw and carded. 

(A) Jute Threads. 

(B) Jute Twist. 

(A) Jute Waste. 

(B; Jute Webbing. 

(A) Jute Wrappers (Surat Tares) other than such 
Wrappers as constitute the coverings of goods to 
be shipped for exportation and are allowed by the 
Commissioners of Customs and Excise to be 
shipped as such coverings. 

(.4) Jute Yarns, 


EXPORT OF HEMP AND TOW -FOR ITALY. 

The Secretary of the War Office announces that the Italian 
Government has removed the restrictions on the export of 
temp and Tow to Ailied countries; no further applications 
tor licences to export Italian Hemp to the United Kingdom 
are required. 


EXPORTS TO HOLLAND. 


The Director of the War Trade Department refers to the 
notice which appeared in the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ of 
19th December, 1918, page 791, and to the necessity stated 
therein for fresh N.QO.T. Certificates, to be obtained in 
support of applications for lceences to export to Holland 
goods of the descriptions specified. He refers also to a 
previous notice which appeared in the same Journal, dated 
12th December, page 758 (since modified by a further notice 
dated 19th December, page 792), relating to exports to 
neutral countries generally. 


The Director desires to explain that N.O.T. certificates are 
no longer required to be obtained in support of applications 
to export to Holland goods of any of the descriptions 
specified in the notice of the 12th December (as modified), 
notwithstanding the fact that some of them are included in 
the notice applicable to Holland only which is dated 19th 
Octuber, 1915 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 
RECONSTRUCTION SECTION. 
MATERIALS AND MACHINERY. 


kor the guidance of Manufacturers it is desirable to 
recapitulate the modifications in the control of materials and 
machinery which have been made by the Ministry of Muni- 
tions since the cessation of hostilities. 

PRIORITY. 

(a) Ordinary civil orders may now be placed and executed 
in Class C without priority permits or certificates. No further 
applications need, therefore, be made to the Priority Depart- 
ment of the Ministry of Munitions unless it is desired for 
national reasons to raise the priority of an Order. 

(b) Uncompleted contracts tor the Admiralty, War Oflice, 
and Ministry of Munitions, which have been placed in 
Classes A or B, need no longer be given the priority attach- 
ing to them under the Order of Priority of 8th March, 
19i7, except in cases where the contractor is notified in 
writing or by official notice in the press that a particular 
classification is still required to be given to any particular 
contract. 








METALS. 

(ay Modification of Control. (1) lron, Steel, and Non- 
Ferrous metals may be ordered, supplied and used for 
Class C orders without priority classification or reference 
nuinber from the Ministry of Munitions; and stocks pur- 
chased and held by Government Contractors may be used tor 
any ciass of work. 

(2) No permit is now required for the manutacture or sale 
of lron and Steel Wire or Wire Rope tor Home Trade, and 
until further notice manufacturers of Forgings, Stampings, 
and Castings in Iron, Steel or Maileable Lron, are at liberty 
to accept orders tor priority below Class B. 

(3) The Control Orders forbidding dealing in Non-lerrous 
Metals without a licence are suspended in the case of Tin, 
Copper, Brass (including swarf and scrap), Cupro-Nickel, 
Scrap, Spelter, Lead, Chrome Ore, and Type Metal. 

(4) All restrictions as to the sale or purchase of Calcium 
Carbide have been removed, subject to a maximum price to 
consumers of £40 per ton jor quantities of 1 cwt. and over. 

(b) Huepeort Licences. (1) Manufacturers must stili con- 
tinue as hitherto to obtain licences for export for articles 
made of Steel and Non-Ferrous Metals covered by the 
various schedules of the War Trade Department, but every 
effort will be made to grant these licences as freely as 
possible. 

(c) L’rices. (1) The maximum prices of Steel for Home 
Trade are to continue at their present level until Ist 
February, 1919, when the direct subsidies paid by the 
Government on Steel will cease, and a corresponding in- 
crease 1n price takes place. A schedule of the prices to come 
into force on Ist february can be obtained on application to 
the Ministry of Munitions (C.1.8.P., Room 104, 8, 
Northumberland Avenue, 8.W.1). The present maximum 
prices of Pig Iron are to remain unchanged until 30th April, 
191Y¥, but post-war conditions are not yet sufficiently stable 
to warrant a fixing of prices after that date. 

(2) A schedule of fixed Export Prices for Pig Iron and 
Steel, to take effect from 18th November, 1915, has been 
issued and can be obtained on application to the Ministry 
of Munitions, as above. The prices, which are based upon 
the existing Home Prices, plus the subsidies paid by the 
Government, will remain in force until further notice. Upon 
all exports of Pig Iron, unmanufactured Steel, and certain 
classes of semi-manufactured Steel, a drawback will be 
collected by the Board of Customs and Excise, equivalent to 
the amount of the subsidy already paid by the Government 
on the articles in question. 

Application for the schedule showing the amount of the 
draw-back to be collected should be made to the Board of 
Customs and Excise, Lower Thames Street, London, E.C. 

(3) The following is a schedule of the present prices of 
Non-Ferrous Metals from holdings of the Ministry : — 


Delivered 

Buyers’ works 

Per ton. 
£ 
I, Rc sirinncaceievesnadionuvurniancones 125 
Brass Ingot to Government specifiration ...... Y3 
I MINIS > Sin scrididsissnaiteddumenerdecdhiaaseranecons 57 
Mefemed, GOO per COnt.  .....06.cccreeeees 61 
NS iciinissnntiniiccnacattchtinnebeabiawutannencess 200 
Soft Fig Lead (ex steamer or ex store) ......... 40) 


(The existing Schedule in relation to manufacture 
in Lead is abolished.) 
Nickel (ex works or warehouse) .................. 19: 
Antimony (ex works or warehouse) ............... D 
These prices are subject to usual extras for sinall 
parcels. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE. —continued. 





CHEMICALS, ETC. 


(a) Alcohol. Alcohol and Methylated Spirit are now avail- 
able for industrial purposes and can be obtained through 
the usual channels subject to the regulations of the Board 
of Customs and Excise. 

(b) Glycerine. Arrangements have been made to enable 
Glycerine producers to supply their customers with substan- 
tial supplies of Giycerine for general use. 

(c) Shellac. The Shellac Control Order of the 12th March, 
1918, prohibiting dealing in Shellac except under licence, 
has been revoked. 

(d) Building Bricks. The present controlled maximum 
prices for Bricks are not to be reduced, provided the present 
system oi controi continues, for a period of six months from- 
Ist January, 1919. 

PLANT AND MACHINERY. 

(1) Restrictions as to dealing in and price of new and 
secondhand Machinery and Treadle Laiaes have been with- 
drawn; but purchases of new Machinery can only be made 
from firms holding trading permits from the Ministry of 
Munitions. 

(2) Contractors in possession of Plant and Machinery 
owned by the Ministry of Munitions are at liberty to use it 
for civil work provided they notify the Superintendent 
Kngineer in their area, within one week from the date on 
which it was first used. If the Contractor does not ultimately 
wish to purchase the Machinery, he will be required to pay 
a reasonable hire not to exceed the rate of 20 per cent. per 
annum en the cost price of the machine. 

(3) The Crane Order of 30th December, 1916, prohibiting 
the sale or supply of any Cranes except under permit, and 
the Motor Kngines and Vehicles Order of 6th January, 1917, 
prohibiting the manufacture except under permit, are 
revoked. 


—_—_——___ - $$ 


TRON AND STEEL PRICEKS—HOME AND 
EXPORT 

The Minister of Munitions gives notice of the under-noted 
information in supplement of the notices which have already 
appeared with regard to Home and Export Prices of Iron 
and Steel .— 

4. The Export Prices in Schedules EX /2 and EX/3 are for 
net cash against documents, and are not intended to include 
any provision for extended credit. In the event of credit 
being given, additions may be made to the prices to cover 
the credit at a reasonable rate of interest. 

2. The following altcrations are to be made in the Export 
prices of lron and Steel (Schedule EX /2), to operate as from 
Ist January, 1919: — | 

The sixth line of prices will read as follows :— 

small Angles, Tees, Flats, Channels, and Joists, H. 
£i8 10s. per ton. 

The seventh line will read as follows :— 

Joists, 6 by 3, and upwards, H. £16 2s. 6d. per ton. 
(Joists under 6 by 3 are subject to the same prices and 
extras as Channels of a simiiar size.) 

The ninth line of prices will read as follows : — 

Smali Rounds, Squares and Hexagons, G. £18 10s. 
per ton. 

The following additions are to be made to List EX /2:— 

Steel Plate Cuttings, suitable for re-rolling, £13 10s. 
per ton. 

Rails, Hollow Bridge, 45 Ib. per yard and over, £17 
per ton. | 

Rails, secondhand, all sections, £13 per ton. 

Sheet Bars and Tin Plate Bars, £12 17s. per ton. 

Iron Puddled Bars, £15 15s. per ton. 


The extra of £3 per ton allowed to be charged by Stock- 
holders over the maximum prices for Home delivery applies 
equally to sales for export. 


3. The export prices on Schedule EX/2 for Rails under 
45 lb. per yard relate to Flat Bottom, Double Head, Bull 
Head, and Bridge Rails. The prices for Rails exceeding 
45 lb. per yard relate to Flat Bottom, Double Head, and 
Bull Head Sections. The price for Bridge Rails, 45 lb. per 
yard and over, has now been fixed at £17 per ton (as above). 


4. Export Drawbacks.—The Minister gives notice that 
Export Drawbacks on Iron and Steel are only applicable to 
those classes or descriptions of material for which Export 
Prices have been or will be fixed. Export Prices will not 
be fixed for manufactured goods, nor for descriptions of Iron 
or Steel, the prices of which for Home delivery are not 
controlled. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. G 
5. Home L’rices.—The column of prices on the first page RATTAN AND MALACCA CANES. , 
of Schedule 5H /1 should be read ‘‘Maximum Prices.’’ The The Ri: No. 2) Order. 1918. dated Sh: 
column of prices on the second page of this Schedule should me oe _ Malacca Canes (No. 4 B ar. >! weed it 
be headed ‘‘Maximum Prices’’ instead of ‘‘Fixed Prices.”’ nonctllncs hog: arn ved “yd ~ = — be 7 a Rage Un 
6. Bar Iron.—The price of Bar Iron for Home delivery “ ‘Realm R . ee —ggaealiaa eae of 
bg ' ’ he Reali Regulations. 
will be advanced to £15 10s. per ton, f.o.t. makers’ works, - y ae . 
from Ist January. 1919 rhe Board of Trade deeming it expedient to make further 
a ee TI ; > Mark — exercise of the powers conterred upon them by the Detence 
5 OS RTS ee. BROS SE os arked Bars tor Home of the Realm Regulations as respects Rattans and Malacca 
$18 wen eae a am yoo ga a Ry sees Canes, hereby order as follows : — 
8 on f.o.t. makers’ works. 
3 ae NT EE, a Ne 1. The Rattan and Malacca Canes Order, 1918, dated the 
made with manufacturers of Tin Plates a of Steel Sheets erage pre irene leap. Poe yg — ——— , ; 
less than jin. thick, under which the equivalent of the sub- ne ct lage ener iirver elie S ee . yf 
sidies now being paid by the Ministry on this material will > TP. nigh” ines ensenate” —_ ee 1s 
cope en te Tr i acest eg het re angus aq | 2. From the date hereof no person in the United King- 
Sieten aril Ghenefer on x gion viet slags f tine dom shall buy or sell or enter into any negotiation or trans- 
ates W ereiore e amendec < i icuiars oO , . 4 . . . 
' ee action for the sale, purchase, or transport of Rattan or 
oe mig teal _ be - nme te es iy a Malacca Canes outside the United Kingdom for importation t 
Sali 1 nd pteel Sheets less than ; in. thick have now been into the United Kingdom (other than waiking sticks or other | 
ieee articles manufactured before the date of this Order), except anl 
ere — under and in accordance with the terms of a permit granted ; 
CHEMICALS by or on behalf of the Controller of Timber Supplies. noi 
, bis ’ ae 3. This Order may be cited as the Rattan and Malacca 
Che Ministry of Munitions announces that the suspension Canes (No. 9) Geder. 1912 reg 
ot the operation of Regulation 30a of the Defence of the iii ee iit 
Realm Act on acetic acid, grey acetate of lime, and acetone, _— Re 
covers in addition products associated with acetone, which the 
have also been restricted under the Acetone Order, including ORDERS SUSPENDED. | 
methyl acetone, methyl-ethyl-ketone, and acetone oil. ne 
Trading in all of the above-mentioned articles abroad. as ALUMINIUM on 
well as at home, is now entirely free with the exception of _ hare " —_ Pied . 
those cases where export licences have still to be obtained lhe Ministry of Munitions have suspended, until turther 
from the War Trade Department. No formalities are now notice, tle operation of the following Orders as from 24th are 
necessary in connection with the import of these materials December, 19J8:—- | 
from America. The Aluminium Order, 1916, dated the 2nd December, Un 
a ee L91o. 
The Aluminium (Returns) Order, 1917, dated the 17th bu 
ORDERS CANCELLED. February, 1917. - 
The Aluminium (Scrap and Swarf) Order, 1917, dated the ma 
id aoa iia ra . 23th February. 1917. che 
THE LIGHTING, HEATING AND POWER = 
ORDER, 1918. ima spake Nantes , scl 
Fursuant to the provisions of The Articles of Commerce POSTAL SECTION. - 
(Kelaxation of Restrictions) Order, 1918, the Board of Trade - 
give notice that the Lighting, Heating and Power Order, PARCEL POST TO ECUADOR : 
1918, will cease to have effect from the 23rd day of : | . ;, ble 
December. 1918. Qn and from the 28th December only the undermentioned als 
ee eT ee rates of postage will be charged on parcels for Ecuador, the by 
rates hitherto applicable to the service vid Magellan being poll 
REFRACTORY MATERIALS : PRICES. withdrawn: —On parcels not exceeding 3 lb. 3s.; 7 Ib., ) 
- : aie s. 6d.: »» Gs. 
fhe Ministry of Munitions has revoked, as from 3lst ed. 5 15 ®., Oe 7 De 
December, 1918, the Refractory Materials (Maximum a er oe ons 
Prices) Order, dated 19th November, 1918. LETTERS FOR ALSACE-LORRAINE. Hi 
The Secretary of the Post Office forwards the following th 
THE MOTOR SPIRIT (CONSOLIDATION) AN on ee | : 
coe ‘ , vi \ " NSOLIL ATION) AnD Correspondence (Letters, Postcards, Printed and Commer- | 
GAS RESTRICTION ORDERS, i918. cial Papers and Samples, but not Parcels) is now trans ' ag 
Pursuant to the Articles of Commerce (Relaxation of missible through the French Post Office to Alsace and Lor- 
Restrictions) Order, 1918, the Board of Trade give notice raine. Such correspondence may be posted in the ordinary : 
that the Motor Spirit (Consolidation) and Gas Restriction tons th 
Orders, 1918, will cease to have effect as from the 10th day Se een ae Lee 
of January, 1919. SATQPp am - AR ec PINE scone 
= *. he bei REGISTRATION OF SHORTENED ADDRESSES. 
ai ; -_ 4 The Postmaster-General announces that on and after Ist 
TIMBER SUPPLIES ORDERS. January, 1919, persons or firms in the United Kingdom who Ac 
Notice is hereby given that from the Ist day of January, do not already _saeggret apes registered abbreviated address ha 
i919, the following Orders made by the Board of Trade available for foreign telegrams yo Sy permitted to register ; (1 
under the powers vested in them by Regulations 2g and 2r such an address with the Post Office, for use in telegrams fo! 
to 233 of the Defence of the Realm Regulations are revoked apirened to them feom cematoass i Che surcion with Shee ‘ 
and shall cease to have effect: — the use of registered addresses is permitted. : 0 
Export of Timber (Ireland) Order, 1917. ‘rom the same date the prohibition of the use in foreign 3 W 
Packing Case and Lapping Board Order. 1918. telegrams of addresses registered since July, 1914, is re- th 
moved ; and such addresses are now admitted in all cases in 
oe which registered abbreviated addresses may be used. fo 





RAGS AND SHODDIES, No. 2 ORDER. sate 
In pursuance of the powers conferred upon them by the FOOD SECTION (S 
° Sc 


Detence of the Realin Regulations, the Army Council give 














notice, under date 23rd December, that Rags and Shoddies ou 
No. 2 Order, 1918, is cancelled. The Ministry of Food have issued the following notices :+- to 

ane ea The Syrup, Liquid Glucose, and Molasses Prices Order, 
dite : 1918, has now been amended to allow persons who buy au 
HYDROGEN ORDER Molasses from persons other than manufacturers or importers fe 

The Admiralty have cancelled, as from 30th December, the to sell the same at 45s., plus 3 per cent. per ewt. 

Hydrogen Order made by them on 11th June, 1918. The Manufacture of Flour and Bread Order, 1917, and the th 
Manufacture of Flour and Bread Orders, Nos. 2 and 3 of R. 

; scr . oe . 1917, have been revoked and replaced by a single Order (the 
HIDES (RES RICTION OF TANNING) ORDER. Manufacture of Flour and Bread Order, 1918), with a view 8B, 
The Army Council have cancelled the Hides (Restriction of to giving effect to recent changes in milling and the use of re 


Tanning) Order, 1918, as from 28th December. imported flour. 

















January 2, 1919 

















GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





The Food Controller has revoked The Malt (Restriction on 
Shipping) Order, 1917. The effect of the revocation is that 
it is now permissible to ship Malt from any part of the 
United Kingdom to any other part without the necessity 
of obtaining a licence. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


HARDWARE RATIONING SCHEME. 
The Department of Import Restrictions announce that the 


maximum basis price chargeable by importers for Wire Nails 
is decreased from 65s. to 57s. 6d. from this date. 











CENSUS OF WOOL AND WOOL PRODUCTS. 

The War Office (Wool Section) makes the following 
announcement . -— 

All persons owning any wool or wool products, such as tops, 
noils, waste, yarns, etc., in any quantities whatsoever, are 
required under an Order made by the Army Council on the 
llth December, 1918, under the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations, to make a return of all such stocks so held by 
them in the United Kingdom on the 3lst December, 1918. 

All persons holding any stocks of wool or wool products on 
account of clients abroad, are required to make a return of 
such stocks in a similar manner. 

Hoiders of 5,000 yards, or more of cloth, dress goods, etc., 
are also required to make a return of their stock. 

[t should be noted that a return of goods actually in the 
United Kingdom is required. Where goods have been sold 
but not invoiced, a return should be made by the holder. 
Schedules have been prepared on which the return is to be 
made, and copies have been sent to manufacturers, mer- 
chants, and other persons concerned. Any person or firm 
having stocks as indicated above, who does not receive a 
Schedule by 28th December, 1918, should apply immediately 
after that date to the Director of Raw Materials, Room 471, 
Imperial House, Tothill Street, London, 8.W. 1. 


A return is also required from each topmaker, carboniser, 
blender and scourer, in addition to the Return specified 
above, of all Government-owned wool and wool products held 
by them on behalf of the Topmaking, Blending, Scouring, 
and Carbonising Departments of the War Office, Bradford. 


[If a form of Return had not been received by the 20th 
December, Topmakers should apply to the Assistant Con- 
troller of Wool Supplies, War Department, Gt. Northern 
Hotel, Bradford, and Carbonisers, Blenders, and Scourers to 
the Assistant Controller of Wool Supplies, War Department, 
Manor Row, Bradford. 


Failure to make a return as required above is an offence 
agaiust the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 





LOCAL FUEL AND LIGHTING JOINT 
COMMITTEES. 
AUDIT oF ACCOUNTS. 


The Local Fuel and Lighting Joint Committees (Audit of 
Accounts) Order, 1918, dated the 23rd day of December, 1918, 
has been made by the Board of Trade under Regulations 23 
(1) and 233 of the Defence of the Realm Regulations, as 
follows : — 

Whereas by virtue of the Household Fuel and Lighting 
Order, 1918, two or more local authorities in England and 
Wales have power to unite for the purpose of carrying out 
the duties imposed upon them by the said Order, and in 
such case to appoint a local Fuel and Lighting Committee 
for the united district. 


And whereas by virtue of the Household Fuel and Lighting 
(Scotland) Order, 1918, two or more local authorities in 
Scotland have power to combine for the purpose of carrying 
out the duties imposed upon them by the said Order, and 
to appoint a Joint Local Fuel and Lighting Committee. 


And whereas it is expedient to make provision for the 
audit of the accounts of such Committees (hereinafter re- 
ferred to as Local Fuel and Lighting Joint Committees). 


Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred upon 
them by Regulations 2s (1) and 233 of the Defence of the 
Realm Regulations, the Board of Trade, in pursuance of an 
arrangement made by them with the Local Government 
— and the Secretary for Scotland, hereby order as 
ollows : — 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





1. The accounts of the receipts and expenditure of Local 
Fuel and Lighting Joint Committees appointed by two or 
more local authorities in England and Wales in pursuance 
of the Household Fuel and Lighting Order, 1918, shall be 
made up yearly to the 3lst day of March, the first account 
being made up to the 3lst March, 1919, and shall be audited 
by a district auditor, and the enactments relating to audit 
by district auditors of accounts of urban district councils 
and their officers, and to all matters incidental thereto and 
consequential thereon, shall apply to the audit of the said 
accounts. 

2. The accounts of the receipts and expenditure of Local 
uel and Lighting Joint Commitees appointed by two er 
more local authorities in Scotland in pursuance of the 
Household Iuel and Lighting (Scotland) Order, 1918, shall 
be made up yearly to the 3lst day of March, the first account 
being made up to the 3lst March, 1919, and the accounts 
shall be audited by an auditor appointed by the Secretary 
for Scotland, who may in case of dispute fix the fee to be 
paid for the audit. 

3. This Order may be cited as the Local Fuel and Lighting 
Joint Committees (Audit of Accounts) Order, 1918. 





TIMBER CONTROL ORDER (AMENDMENT 
No. 3). 

The Timber Control Order (Amendment No. 3) Order, 
dated 27th day of December, 1918, made by the Board of 
Trade pursuant to Regulations 2e, 2r, and 253 of the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

The Roard of Trade, deeming it expedient to make further 
exercise of the powers conferred upon them by the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations as respects timber, hereby order 
as follows :— 

1. Paragraph 1 of the Timber Control Order, 1918, is 
hereby amended by the addition of the words following :— 

As from the lst of January, 1919, no permit shall be 
required to buy or sell or enter into any transaction or 
negotiation in relation to the sale, purchase, or trans- 
port of hardwood timber outside the United Kingdom 
for delivery to places outside the United Kingdom. 

2. Paragraphs 2, 15 and 16 of the Timber Control Order, 
1918, are hereby revoked without prejudice to any act or 
matter done or suffered or to any proceeding or prosecution 
instituted thereunder. 

3. Paragraph 4 of the Timber Control Order, 1918, is 
hereby amended by the deletion therefrom of the words 
following . — 

“Sales by a merchant to a merchant without a permit 

are prohibited.” 





ENEMY BUSINESS TO BE WOUND UP. 
An Order has been made by the Board of Trade for the 
realisation and distribution of the assets of the under- 
mentioned business : — 

561. Verrie and Co., 138, Crane Grove, Highbury, N., 
Cigarette Paper Machinery Manufacturers. Controller: 
Ernest William Joseph Savill, 14, Bedford Row, Holborn, 
London. W.C. 1. 24th December, 1918. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (64d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, Londen, 
E.C. 2. All editorial communications should be addressed 
to ‘‘The Editor.’’ 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all commumni- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
WC. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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Commercial Returns. 


RAILWAY RETURNS FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM. p= Ret 
Summary for the Years 1915, 1916 and 1917. I 


(a) Patp-up CapITaL, with AVERAGE RaTeEs OF DIVIDEND OR INTEREST THEREON. 
(The figures in italics show the nominal additions to ¢: onpites, included in met figures in Roman type). 
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1915. 1916. 1917. 
Average Rate Average Rate | Average Rate 
ver cent. of ver cent. of : r cent. of 
Amount. Dividend Amount. Dividend Amount. | Dividend 
or Interest. or Interest. 4 or Interest. 
ace 
Thousand £ Tnousand £ Thousand £ | 
Eugland and Wales :— | Am¢ 
Ordinary 399.838 3°75 400,014 3-78 400,145 | 3°80 Bra; 
55 IT O6,131 56,524 | Eas 
Preferential 202,188 3°35] 303,004 3°) 303,118 3° 5b Egy 
37 O71 37.07 / 37670 Misc 
(;uaranteed 102,566 4°60 102,566 4°00 102,565 4°00 
14.521 14,521 1421 | 
ioans 11.258 3°6] 11.277 3°67 11,348 | 3°63 
. oe end +] 
Debenture Stock 304,447 3°40 304,648 “40 305,479 | 3°39 Afric 
41,030 $1,030 $1,030 | atric 
Total 1,120,297 | 3°61 © 1,121,589 3-63 | 1,122,655 | 3°64 
149,193 | 149,353 | 149,475 | 
Scotiand :— 2 Ta in Sn afnscsnenctnnnentilanietamntteeinnantentt 
Ordinary 79,008 1:77 79,059 1-8] 79,115 1°89 
37,632 37,689 37,745 | Sta 
Preferential 52,577 3°96 52,575 3°95 52,575 | 3°96 
6,295 6,295 6,295 | Y 
(;uaranteed 16,044 3°99 16,044 3-99 16.0 44 3°99 t 
2 TOU 2,000 2,700 | 
Loans 2.117 3°90 2.161 4°36 1,933 | 4°68 I 
— — ---- { 
Debenture Stock 37,613 3°57 38,134 3°59 38,134 | 3°59 
Sol dol 8 lb 
eeu ee _— aaa aad eS TE eT 
Total 187,359 2-96 187,97 3 2°99 | 187, 801 3°02 
49,943 5SOO00 50,056 
ireland :— aininatiations ck Een a I aaa 
Ordinary 15.423 3°98 15,423 3°82 15, 423 $01 
140% 140* 140* | 
Preferential 6.929 3° 8] 6,929 3 OH 6,929 | 3°95 
é ‘ / | 
(;uaranteed. . »,741 4°12 5,741 $°12 5,741 | 4°08 Wee 
142 142 | 142 Oorr 
Loans 274 1-12 273 4°]2 | 273 4°15 
Debenture Stock 11,289 4°01 | 1,31 I t-6] 11,312 | 4°01 
207 1); | 2y | 
CL LE SLE NET TS Sean aen eee 
Total 39,656 3°98 39,677 3°94 | 39,678 4°01 
216 216 | 216 | 
United Kingdom : eilintaeatictiael csenaniieendeeti scamesiianbaniains — | ee |-—— 
Ordinary 494,269 3°44 494,496 3°47 ($94,683 | 3°50 
93,468 43,680 93,859 | eg 
Preferential 361,694 3°58 362,568 3°61 362,622 | 3°62 of | 
43 975 43,973 43,972 | Ret 
(;suaranteed . 124,351 4°00 124,351 4°00 124,350 | 4°00 
17,363 17,363 17,363 | - 
Loans 13,649 3°67 13,711 3°79 | 13,554 | 3°83 Imp 
-— — con 
Debenture Stock 53.349 3°44 354,093 3°44 | 354,925 3°43 bus! 
“4h 553 | 44,0093 | $4,990 thir 
Total 1,347,312 | 3°58 i 1,349,219 3°55 1,350,134 3°57 
VII Se | | 199,569 199,747 
* Nominal Decrease. ; 
(6) Revenve ReEcEwTS AND EXPENDITURE. cro) 
eit ome ~ - wa —_——_—- - ie — — in 
1915. 1916. 1917. si 
Thousand £ | Thousand £ Thousand £ ~~ 
oa $$$ ~— - oti 
Engiand and Wales :—Total ‘Receipts 124,117 | 132,079 143,545 enti 
Expenditure 80,470 | 87,853 98,775 
Net Income 43,647 44,226 | 44,770 last 
Proportion of Working Expenditure to Total Receipts 65 % 67 © 69 % are 
Scotland :—Total Receipts 7 a is ~ 15,666 17,078 18,856 
Expenditure 9,658 11,060 12,759 Low 
Net Income 7 6,008 6,018 | 6,097 ton 
Proportion of W orking Expenditure to Total Receipts 62 % 65 % 68 % 
ireland :—Tota! Receipts sine a 5,077 5311 | 6,320 nor 
Expenditure 3,250 | 3,607 | 4,460 wat 
Net Income 1,827 | 1,704 | 1,866 rm 
Proportion of Working Expe wnditure to Total Re eeipts 64% | 68 % 71 % * 
United Kingdom :—Total Receipts a if ae 144,860 154,468 168,72] alse 
Expenditure 93,378 102,526 | 115,994 wn 
Net Income ' 7” - = a eg 51,948 | 52,727 
_ Proportion of W orking E 'xpenditure to Total Receipts 64% | 66% | 69 % wes 
STATISTICAL DEPAR TMENT, Boarp OF TRADE, san’ 
68, VicrorIa STREET, S.W. | 
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i COMMERCIAL RETURNS— continued. 
COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 52 weeks ended 26th December, 1918: 
Week 52 Weeks ¥ Week |52 Weeke 
_ ended ended ended ended 
— \26tb Dee. 26th Dec. |26th Dec.|26tbh Dec. 
e 1918. | 1918. 1918. 1918. 
Imports. Exports. 
Bales. Bales. | Baler. | Bales. 
American as 32,634 2,006,376 | = 175 
Brazilian — | 89s9| — — 
East Indian —- 116,221 || _— 300 
Egyptian — , 510,015 — 150 
Miscellaneous 17,995 | 167, 064+ “i os 
Total ‘ | 50,629 2,813,605. | ou 625 


African, 
African. 





: CORN PRICES. 





quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure, 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 26th 
December, 1918, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


* 





Average Price. 














*Including 6,191 bales British West Indian, 2,504 bales British West 
12,488 bales British East African, and 3,800 bales Foreign East 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per 
as received from 


Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 
| 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 

Week ended 23th December, 1918 72 3 62 3 L0 & 
Oorresponding week in— 

9il .. a 33 2 33 3 20 7 

1932 30 5 28 6 19 10 

1913 3i 26 2 18 2 

1914 . 44 4 29 10 26 6 

1915 .| 54 9 47 5 30 10 

1916 | 75 10 67 5 47 4 

1917 | 71 1 57 7 44 10 


bushel of wheat, 











WORLD SUGAR CROP ESTIMATES. 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight 
or by weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the. 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every 
fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


A world cane-sugar crop 133,539 tons less, and a beet-sugar 
crop 161,212 tons less than the 1917-18 yield are looked for 
in 1918-19 by Willett and Gray, of New York, who have 
recently published their preliminary new-season figures. The 
total supply of sugar (cane and beet) according to these 


last year, 


tons, Argentina 12,000 tons. 


weather. 


Sanie reason, 








a decrease of 294,751 tons. 
are indicated in Cuba of 153,917 tons, 
Louisiana 26,636 tons, Trinidad 15,000 tons, Barbados 15,000 





estimates is 16,819,635 long tons, against 17,114,386 tons 
The principal increases 
Hawaii 50,000 tons, 


(This crop, which promised a 
norinal out-turn, was badly damaged by frost followed by 
warm weather, and will not exceed 100,000 tons.) Mauritius 
increased 29,000 tons, Natal 15,000 tons. There will probably 
also be a small increase in the Porto Rico crop. The principal 
decreases are in Australia and India, owing to unfavourable 
The Philippines will be 50,000 tons short for the 
Peru also will be about 15,000 tons short. 


SS 


































































































European Bret-Sugar Propvuction. 
The estimate of 3,704,000 tons of beet sugar for Kurope 
is based on the ‘‘latest information at hand,’’ and is made 





TRADE JOURNAL. 25 
COMMERCIAL RETURNS~—continued. 
Countries. 1913-14. | 1914-15. | 1917-18. | 1918-19. 
United States Tons. Tons. | Tons. | Tons. 
Louisiana .. ..! 261,337 216,696 | 217,499 | 244,136 
Texas 7,000 3,500 | 2,000; — 
Porto Rico 325,000 308,175 | 405,174 | 410,000 
Hawaiian Islands 550,925 077,186 | 500,985 550,000 
West Indies—St. | | 
Croix | 5,800 4,500 | 0,400 6,500 
Cuba . “ | 2.503,788 2,592,667 | 3,446,083 | 3,600,000 
British West Indies : | 
Trinidad 47,251 49,107 | 45,256 | 60,000 
Barbados 33,267 32,078 | 65,230 | 80,000 
Jamaica 15,583 15,063 | 34,300 | 40,000 
Other 24,000 24,000 | 35,000 | 35,000 
French West Indies : | 
Martinique (ex- | 
ports) 38,730 = 40,000 | 35,000 | 35,000 
Guadcloupe 39,920 = 40,000 | 28,000 | 35,000 
Santo Domingo 105,778 , 108,267 | 145,000 | —: 175,000 
Mexico ‘ 130,000 110,000 | 40,000 | 40,000 
Central Ame rica. «| 22,000 22,000 so 25,000 | 30,000 
South America : | | | 
Demerara (exp’ ts) 101,725 113,632, 120,000 | = 125,006 
Surinam 4,000 1Z,0U0 | 15,000 | 15,000 
Venezuela (ex- | 
ports) 3,000 3,000 = 15,000 | 15,00 
Ecuador - —- — 8,000 | 7,000 
Peru 176,671 220,207 . 265,000 = 250,006 
Argentina 280,319 35D,553 83,076 | 10,000 
Brazil 203,394 > 240,000 | $75,000 390,000 
Total in America ..| 4,983,432 | 5,063,464 | 5,916,003 | 6,202,635 
British India (con- | | | 
sumed locally  ..: 2,291,500 | 2,460,573 | 3,229,000 2,950,000 
Java .., 1,345,230 | 1,803,045 | 1,791,064 — 1,700,000 
Formosa and Japan , 204,000 202,000 400,000, 440,000 
Philippine Islands (ex- | 
ports) , 225,000 243,000 273,200 | 224,000 
Total in Asia bie 4,065,730 4,268,015 5,693,314 0,314,000 
Australia _ 255,000 | 246,408 | 340,557 256,000 
FijiIslands (exports) 100,000 | 102,000 | 100,000 | ~— 100,000 
Total in Australia | | | 
and Polynesia .. 355,000 | 348,408 | 440,887 | 356,000 
Egypt 69,368 | 75,738 100,000 ~—-100,000 
Mauritius 249,800 | 277,164 225,970 255,000 
Xeunion 35,782 39,267 | = 50,000 50,000 
Natal ‘ $5,714 | 91,619 | 115,000 | 130,000 
Mozambique. . 34,000 40,000 | 50,000 | 5U,000 
Total in Africa 474,664 523,788 540,970 | 585,000 
Europe: Spain 13,231 7,376 | 6,000 | 6,006 
Total sugar-cane 
crops. .-;| 9,892,057 10,216,654 arn 174 | 12,463,635 
Beet-sugar crops: | | 
Europe .. .., 8,180,964 | 7,583,215 | | 3,823,095 | 3,704,000 
United States ..) 655,298 646,257 —- 682,867 635,000 
Canada .. 10,007 | 13,979 | 11,250 17,000 
Grand total, cane | | 
and beet sugar . ., 18,738,326 18,460,105 17,114,386 | 16,819,635 


up as follows :— 


Possible 
yield. 
1918-19. 


Tons. 





Estimated 

yield. 

1917-18. 

Countries. Tons. 
TI eikcasncnnssdmiinn « 1,200,006 
Austria-Hungary ........... 600,000 
i 200,265 
i i ita 130,000 
Netherlands ....... ......... 199,295 
Russia (Ukraine, etc.) . 1,028,580 
I ieee cea eenlied. 100,000 
I ites bales 115,000 
SEE -Wisksndhiedibainkniaesdeluneis 100,000 
MEDD nnidnnteeksieioaeeenebaenu 134,955 
ae 4,006 
SIE” cincnehs dceuaksaneuediea 11,000 
NS ciituawstacdins 3,823,095 








1,400,000 


790,000 
150,000 
100,060 
200,000 
700,000 
100,000 
115,000 
100,000 
135,000 

4,000 


No data. 





3,704,000 








eR oe: a ae ee. 
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Industrial Organisation. 





REPRESENTATIVE BODIES. 

the following is a List of Industries in which representative organisations have been formed to advise 
and assist the Government on questions concerning their industry, and to undertake such other responsi- 
bilities towards the trades they represent as they may themselves determine. 

Four main types of organisation are represented in,this list as follows:— 

G) Jornr InpusTRiAL Councits (J.1I.C.) and Provisional Committees which have been formed to draft 
constitutions for Joint Industrial Councils (P.D.C. (J.1.C.)).. The Ministry of Labour is the Department 
responsible for carrying into effect the proposals of the Whitley Report which have been approved by the 
(;overnment, and all requests for further information should be addressed to the Ministry of Labour, 
Montagu House, Whitehall, S.W.1. 

(ii) InTERtIM INDUSTRIAL RECONSTRUCTION COMMIT TFES. — These Committees have been formed by the 
Ministry of Reconstruction in association with the Board of Trade and Ministry of Labour in certain 
industries where, owing to various reasons, progress towards the formation of Joint Industrial Councils 
has been slow. All requests for further information should be addressed to the Trade Organisation Section, 
Ministry of Reconstruction, 2, Queen Anne’s Gate buildings, Westminster, S.W.1. 

Gii) TRaDE Boarps.—Apart from the primary function of these bodies of fixing legal minimum rates of 
wages, they are under.a statutory obligation to consider questions on industrial matters referred to them 
by Government Departments, and they are also authorised by statute to make recommendations to Govern- 
ment Departments with regard to the industrial conditions in their trade. An Interim Industrial Recon- 
struction Committee would not ordinarily, therefore, be formed in an industry where a Trade Board was 
established or contemplated. If it were found necessary to set up a Trade Board in an industry where 
an Interim Industrial Reconstruction Committee already exists, the question of the relations between the 
Committee and the Board would then need to be considered with a view to arriving at an agreement 
as to whether it was necessary for the Interim Committee to continue in existence, and, if so, with what 





functions. 


House, 8.W.1. 


All requests for further information should be addressed to the Ministry of Labour, Montagu 


(iv) ExistrinG REPRESENTATIVE JomnT BopiEs, such as ControL Boarps.—These bodies will be recognised 
in all cases where they are suitable for the purpose in view and willing to undertake the work, and informa- 
tion concerning them will be furnished by the Department responsible for appointing them originally. 


Name of Industry 
and 
Type of Organisation. 
Artificial Stone 
(1.1.R.C.) 
Baking (J.I.C.) ...... 


Basket-making 
(I.1.R.C.) 
Bedsteads (J.I.C.) .... 


Blacksmiths and 
Farriers (I.1.R.C.) 
Bobbins (J.1.C.) .... 


Boot and Shoe (P.D.C. 
(J.1.C.) 


Brass and Copper 
Trades (I.1.R.C.) 
(provisional). 

Brush-making (I.I.R.C.) 


Building (J.1-C.) 


Catering (I-I-R.C.) 


Cement (I.1.R.C.).. 
Chain (Trade Board) 


Chemicals (Heavy) 
(J.1.C.) 

Chemicals (Heavy) 
(I.I.R., Commercial 
and Technical Com- 
mittee). 

China Clay (J.LC.) .. 

Clay (I.1.R.C.) 

£ (provisional) 

Cocoa, Chocolate, 
Sugar Confectionery 


and Jam (I.1.R.C.) 


Road 
(P.D.C. 


Commercial 
Transport 


(J..C.)) 
Coopering (I.I.R.C.) .. 


Name and Address of Secretary. 
Mr. W. H. Curtis, 21, Great St. Helens, E.C.3. 


Employers.—Mr. A. W. Last, 188, Strand, W.C.2. 

Operatives—Mr. W. Banfield. Union House, 57, 
Sydney Street, Chelsea, S.W. 

Mr. F. Spriggs, 31, Bramley Road, Notting Hill, W.10. 


Employers.—Mr. J. Cohn, Bedstead Manufacturers’ 
Association, Newton Chambers, Cannon Street, 
Birmingham. 

Operatives.—Mr. W. Palmer, Bedstead Workers’ Asso- 
ciation, 17, Stafford Street, Birmingham. 

Mr. J. W. Wyatt (pro tem.), Ministry of Reconstruction. 

Employers —Mr. 1. D. Kidson, 1, Booth Street, 
Manchester. 

Operatives—Mr. T. Stansfield, 952, Gordon Terrace, 
Cornholme, Todmorden. 

Employers.—Mr. W. Chamberlain, 41, Friar Lane, 
Leicester. 

Operatives.—Mr. F. L. Poulton, Boot and Shoe Trades’ 
Hall, St. James’ Street, Leicester. 


Mr. W. Henderson Pringle (pro tem.), Ministry of 
Reconstruction. 

Employers—Mr. A. G. White, 48, Bedford Square, 
London, W.C.1. 

Operatives—Mr. W. Bradshaw, 15, 
Ardwick Green, Manchester. 

Mr. W. Henderson Pringle (pro tem.), Ministry of Re- 
construction. 

Mr. J. W. Wyatt (pro tem.), Ministry of Reconstruction. 

Mr. G. T. Reid, Office of Trade Boards, Chancery 
Lane, W.C.2. 

Mr. R. Lloyd Roberts, Brunner Mond & Co., Ltd., 
Winnington, Northwich. 

Mr. G. Mount, Association of British Chemical Manu- 
facturers, 166, Piccadilly, W.1. 


Union Street, 


Mr. S. Benson, A.I.S.A., The Old House, St. Austell. 
Mr. F. W. Raffety (pro tem.), Ministry of Recon- 
struction. 

Mr. R. M. Leonard, 9, Queen Street Place, E.C.4. 


The Secretary, Provisional 
Ministry of Labour. 


Drafting Committee, 


Mr. G. Harrison, 31, Great Prescott Street, Aldgate, E.1. 


Remarks. 


Liaison Officer—Mr. F. W. 
Reconstruction. 
Liaison Officer—Mr. A. H. Bayes, Ministry of Labour. 


Raffety, Ministry of 


Inaison Officer—Mr. W. Henderson Pringle, Ministry 
of Reconstruction. 
Tnaison Officer —Mr. E. M. Teeling, Ministry of Labour. 


Liaison Officer—Mr. E. M. Teeling, Ministry of Labour. 


Liaison Officer—Mr. F. W. 


Reconstruction. 


Raffety, Ministry of 


Laaison Officer—Mr. A. L. Dakyns, Ministry of Labour. 


This Committee, on which the J.1.C. is represented 
will deal with technical and commercial questions 
falling outside the scope of the J.I.C. 


Liaison Officer—Mr. E. M. Teeling, Ministry of Labour. 


Tvaison Officer—Mr. W. Henderson Pringle, Ministry 
of Reconstruction. 7 
N.B.—There are Trade Boards in this industry for 
Great Britainand Ireland. (See Sugar Confectionery 
and Food Preserving.) : 


Liaison Officer—Mr. J. W. Wyatt, Ministry of Recon- 
struction. 
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Name of Industry 
and 
Type of Organisation. 
Cotton Control Board 


(existing Organisa- 
tion). 

Cutlery Trade 
| (1.1.R.C.) 


Electrical Contracting 
(P.D.C. (J.I.C.)) 
Electricity Supply 
(P.D.C. (J.1.C.)) 
Envelopes and Manu- 
factured Stationery 
(1.I.R.C.) 
Fertilisers (I.1.R.C.) .. 
Furniture (J.I-C.) .... 
Furniture, Ware- 
housing and Re- 
moving (I.1.R.C.) 
Glass (T.1.R.C.) cover. 


Gloves (1.1.R.C.) .... 


Gold, Silver, Horo- 
logical & Allied 


Trades (J.1.C.) 


Hollow-ware (wrought) 
(Trade Board) 

Hosiery (J.1.C.) ...... 

Hosiery (Scottish Sec- 
tion) (J.I.C.) 

Iron and Steel Trades 
(Commercial Com- 
mittee). 

Lace Finishing (Trade 
Board) 

Leather Goods (J.I.C.) 

Leather Production 
(1.I.R.C.) 

Linen and Cotton Em- 
broidery _ (Ireland) 
(Trade Board) 

Lock, Safe and Latch 
(L.I.R.C.) 

Matches (J.I.C.) 


Musical Trades 
(1.1.R.C.) 

Newspapers (P.D.C. 
(J.1.C.)) 

Packing Case Making 
(P.D,C. (1.1.C.)) 

Paint and Varnish 

(J.1.C.) 

Papermaking (P.D.C. 
(J.1.C.)) 

Paper and Cardboard 
Boxmaking* (Trade 
Board) 

Patent Fuel (1.I.R.C.) 


Pottery (J.1.C.) ...... 
Printing 


(J.I.C.)) 
Quarrying (I.1.R.C.).. 


(P.D.C. 


Railway Carriage and 
Wagon _ Building 
(LL.R.C.) 

Roller Engraving 

(P.D.C. (J.1.C.)) 

Rubber /J.I.C.) 2.2... 


Sawmilling (J.1.C.) .. 


Shipbuilding (Joint 
Committee) 
Shirtmaking* (Trade 
Board) 

gS Sh 

Sugar Confe-tionery 


and Food Preserving 
(Trade Board)* 
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REPRESENTATIVE BODIES—continued. 


Name and Address of Secretary. 


Mr. H. D. Henderson, Cotton Control Board, Victoria 
Hotel, Manchester. 


Mr. Norris H. Deakin, Sheffield Telegraph Buildings, 
Sheffield. 

The Secretary, Provisional Drafting Committee, 
Ministry of Labour. 

The Secretary, Provisional 
Ministry of Labour. 

Mr. F. L. Armstrong, 1, 2 & 3, Queen Street Place, 
E.C.4. 


Drafting Committee, 


Mr. J. W. Wyatt (pro tem.) Ministry of Reconstruction. 
Mr. A. L. Dakyns (pro tem.), Ministry of Labour. 
Mr. T. Upton, 22, Craven Street, Charing Cross, W.C. 


Major Havzledine (pro tem.), Board of Trade, 7, White- 
hall Gardens, S.W.1. 

Major Hazzledine (pro tem.), Board of Trade, 7, White- 
hall Gardens, 8.W.1. 

Employers.—Mr. P. Hackett, 27, Frederick Street, 
Birmingham. 

Operatives —-Mr. W. Kean, 35, North Church Street, 
Sheffield. 

Mr. G. T. Reid, Office of Trade Boards, 5, Chancery 
Lane, W.C.2. 

Mr. Allard (Acting Sec.), Corridor Chambers, Leicester. 

Mr. R. Wilson (pro tem.), Ministry of Labour. 


Mr. N. H. Deakin, O.B.E., Sheffield Telegraph Build- 


ings, High Street, Sheffield. 


Mr. G. T. Reid, Office of Trade Boards, 5, Chancery 
Lane, W.C.2. 

Mr. D. T. John (pro tem.), Ministry of Labour. 

Mr. J. W. Wyatt (pro tem.), Ministry of Reconstruction. 


Mr. G. T. Reid, Office of Trade Boards, 5, Chancery 
Lane, W.C.2. 


Mr. W. Colin Grant Smith, Gresham Chambers, Litch- 
field Street, Wolverhampton. 

Not. yet appointed. Temporary Secretary: Mr. C. F. 
Bartholomew, Bryant and May’s, Bow, E. 

Mr. J. W. Wyatt (pro tem.), Ministry of Reconstruction. 


The Secretary, Provisional 
Ministry of Labour. 

Mr. F. Waters, C. J. Gibson & Co., Ltd., Dowgate 
Hill, Cannon Street, E.C. 

Mr. A. Whitehead, Exchange Buildings, Bowlalley 
Lane, Hull. 

The Secretary, Provisional 
Ministry of Labour. 

Mr. G. T. Reid, Office of Trade Boards, 5, Chancery 
Lane, W.C.2. 


Drafting Committee, 


Drafting Committee, 


Major Hazzledine (pro tem.), Board of Trade, 7, White- 
hall Gardens, S.W.1. 

Employers.—Mr. A. P. Llewellyn, Piccadilly, Tunstall. 

Operatives—Mr. A. Hollins, 8a, Hill Street, Hanley. 

Communications to Mr. D. T. John, Ministry of Labour. 


Mr. W. Henderson Pringle (pro tem.), Ministry of 
Reconstruction. 
Sir W. B. Peat, 11, Ironmonger Lane, E.C. 


The Secretary, Provisional 
Ministry of Labour. 

Employers —Mr. W. G. 
Manchester. 

Operatives—Mr. J. Fogarty, 88a, 
Manchester. 

Employers——Mr. B. B. Moss, F.R.C.A., National 
Federation of Sawmill Proprietors of Great Britain 
and Ireland, 24, Sir Thomas Street, Liverpool. 

Workpeople.—Mr. J. Daggar, Amalgamated Society of 
Woodcutting Machinists, 95, Farringdon Road, E.C.]. 

—— A. R. Duncan, 9, Victoria Street, 

Workpeople.—Mr. F. 
ampton Row. 

Mr. G. T. Reid, Office of Trade Boards, 5, Chancery 
Lane, W.C.2. 

Employers.—Mr. W. T. Butterfield, 9, Market Street, 
Bradford. 

Operatives.—Mr. T. Birch, Co-operative Buildings, 


Drafting Committee, 
Wilson, 16, Deansgate, 


Miller Street, 


Smith, Sicilian House, South- 


Leek. 
Mr. G. T. Reid, Office of Trade Boards, 5, Chancery 
Lane, W.C.2. 7 





fe marks. 


Liaison Officer—Mr. W. Henderson Pringle, Ministry 
of Reconstruction. 


Li ison Officer—Mr. J. W. Wyatt, Ministry of Recon- 


struction. 


Liaison Officer.—Mr. J. W. Wyatt, Ministry of Recon- 
struction. 


Liaison Officer—Mr. A. H. Bayes, Ministr. of Labour 


The work of this Committee will be limited to com. 
mercial and technical questions. 


Liaison Officer —Mr. J. W. Wyatt, Ministry of Recon- 
struction. 
Liaison Officer —Mr. D. T. John, Ministry of Labour. 


Inaison Officer -—Mr. H. Clay, Ministry of Labour. 


Liaison Officer.—Mr. F. W. Raffety, Ministry of Recon - 
struction. 


Liaison Officer—Mr. A. H. Bayes, Ministry of Labour 


Liaison Officer —Mr. F. M. Teeling, Ministry of Labour 


N.B.—There is also an Interim Industrial Recon- 
struction Committee covering this industry. (See 
page 2, Cocoa, Chocolate, et .) 
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REPRESENTATIVE BODIES— continued. 


Name of Industry 


and Name and Address of Secretarv. 


Type of Organisation. 
Sugar Refining 
(1.1.R.C.) 
Surgial Instruments 
(P.D.C. (J.1.C.)) 
Tailoring (Trade) Mr. G. T. 
Board )* Lane, W.C.2. 
Tin Box and Cannister Mr. G. T. Reid, Office of Trade Boards, 
Making (Trade Lane, W.C.2. 
Board) 


Tin Mining (P.D.C. The Secretary, Provisional Drafting 


(J.1.C.)) Ministry of Labour. 
Tramways 
(J.I.C.)) 

Vei icle Building 
(J .1.C.) 


(P.D.C. 


Ministry of Labour. 


Mr. R. Kettle, , London Wall Buildings, E.C.2. 


teid, Office of Trade Boards, 5, Chancery 


The Secretary, Provisional Drafting 


Employers —Mr. W. H. Hamshaw, 164, Soho Squar 
W.1. 


Remarks. 


Liaison Officer——Mr. F. W. Raffety, Ministry o 


Reconstruction. 


Mr. G. R. Cheesman, 6, Holborn Viaduct, London, E.C.1 


Includes the making of Wholesale Clothing for men. 


5, Chancery 


Committee, 


Committee, 


Liaison Officer—-Mr. E. M. Teeling, Ministry of 


Labour. 


Operatives.—Mr. A. E. Smith, 29, Upper Baker Street, 


London, N.W. 
Waterworks 
(J.I.C.)) 
Wire Manufacturing 
(I.I.R.C.) 
Woollen and Worsted 
(P.D.C. (J.1.C.)) 


Ministiy of Labour. 


ford, Yorks. 


(P.D.C. The Seertary, Provisional Drafting Committee, 
Mr. J. W. Wyatt (pro tem.), Ministry of Reconstruction 


Employcrs :—Mr. Gio. H. Wood, War Office, Brad- 


Opcevatives : Alderman Joseph Hayhurst, J.P., Sun- 


bridge Ro2d, Bradford. Yorks. 
Woollen and Worsted 
(Scottish Section) 
(J.1.C.) 
Wool and Worsted 
(Wool Council) 


Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 


Zine and Spelter 


(T.I.R.C.) 


The Secretary, Wool Council, Imperial House, Tothill 


* In this trade there is one Trade Board for Great 


Mr. R. Wilson (pro tem.), Ministry of Labour. 


The work of this Council will be limited to technical 
and commercial questions during the transition 
px riod. 


Mr. F. W. Raffety (pro tem.), Ministry of Labour. 


Britain and another for Ireland. 


Nove :- Copies of the above list may be obtained from the Ministry of Reconstruction, 2, Queen Anne’s Gate Puildings, S.W.1. 


BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The following is a list of Chambers of Commerce established 
in certain foreign countries in the interest of British 
Trade : — : 

Argentina. —British Chamber of Commerce for the 
Argentine Republic, Calle Reconquista, 46, Buenos Aires. 

(Agent in London—Mr. J. Ballantyne, River Plate 
House, 13, South Place, I2.C, 2.) 

Belgium. —British Chamber of Commerce in Belgium 
(Incorp.). During the war the address will be: c/o 
London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, 
E.C. 4. 

Brazil. —British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil, Rua da 
Quitanda, No. 143, Rio de Janeiro. 

British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo, 20 Rua 
15 de Novembro, Sao Paulo. 
Branch—25 Rua Santo Antonio, Santos. 

Chile. —British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of 
Chile, Valparaiso. 

China.— 

Shanghai British Chamber of Commerce, 1, The 

Bund, Shanghai. 

Canton British Chamber of Commerce, Canton. 

Changsha Chamber of Commerce, Changsha. 

Chefoo Chamber of Commerce, Chefoo. 

Foochow Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 

Hankow British Chamber of Commerce, British 
Municipal Council Buildings, Hankow. 

Harbin British Chamber of Commerce, Harbin. 

Mukden British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate-General, Mukden. 

Newchang British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate, Newchang. 

Peking British Chamber of Commerce, Culty 
Chambers, Peking. 

Swatow Chamber of Commerce, Swatow. 

Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce, Tientsin. 

Egypt. —British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, 6, Rue de 
l’Ancienne Bourse, Alexandria, and Savoy Chambers, 
Cairo. 

(Agents in Suez and London—Messrs. Back and 
Manson, Egypt House, 36, New Broad Street, 
E.C. 2.). 

France.— British Chamber of Commerce, Paris (Incorp.), 
6, Rue Halevy, Paris, [Xéme. 

(Correspondents in all the principal towns of France. 
Commercial Representative in France of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia.) 


British Chamber of Commerce for the French Riviera 
and Principality of Monaco, 4, Avenue Massena, 
Nice. 

Italy.—British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 7, Via 
Carlo Felice, Genoa (with Sample Show Rooms for 
British goods). 

Branches— 
235, Via Sicilia, Rome. 
12, Via Silvio Pellico, Milan. 
Scali d’Azeglio, 3 p. p., Leghorn. 
Via A Depretis, 31, Naples. 

Morocco.— British Chamber of Commerce for Morocco, 
Tangier. 

Persia.— British Chamber of Commerce, Bushire. 

British Chamber of Commerce, Mohammerah. 


Persian Gulf.— Basrah British Chamber of Commerce, c/o 
Eastern Bank, Basrah. 


Portugal.—bBritish Chamber of Commerce in Portugal, 4 


Rua Victor Cordon, Lisbon. 
Branches— 
39, Rua do Choupelo, Vila Nova de Gaia, Oporto. 
81, Rua dos Netos, Funchal, Madeira. 


Roumania.-— Branch of the British Chamber of Commerce 
of Turkey and the Balkan States. Temporary address— 
c/o the London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 4. 

Russia.— Russo-British Chamber of Commerce, 4, Gorocho- 
vaia, Petrograd. 

Branch—Kondratenko St., No. 17—19, Odessa. 
Agency in Kiev. 
Spain.— British Chamber of Commerce for Spain, 9, Plaza 


de Catalufia, Barcelona. 
Branch—Avenida Conde Pefalver (Gran Via), 20, 


Madrid. (Delegates at Cartagena, Valencia and 
Canary Islands.) ' 


Tunis. — British Chamber of Commerce, Rue Es-Sadikia, 36 
Tunis. 
Uruguay.— British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle 
Rincon 506, Montevideo. 
N.B.—Some of these Chambers issue periodically a Journal 
or Annual Report, which may be inspected at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 

















